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Deeper Roots – Lesson 17 – Revelation 21-22 – The New Jerusalem  

  

The Book of Revelation (“apokalupis” – unveil) is important because it is the last inspired book of the Bible 

to be written and is rightly positioned as the New Testament’s final book. As the New Testament opens with the 

four Gospels relating to the first coming of Christ, so the Book of Revelation closes the New Testament with the 

general theme of the second coming of Christ. The Book of Revelation is also the climax of many lines of 

revelation running through both Testaments, and it brings to conclusion the revelation of many prophecies yet 

to be fulfilled.  (BKC)   

 

                                                                                                                     Rev. 19 
                                                                                                                Second Coming                  Rev. 21-22 
                                                                                                                 of Jesus Christ                 New Heavens 
                                                                                                                                                           and New Earth 
 
                                                               Antichrist betrays Israel and sets 
   Glory of Christ                                                     up world rule 
 
  
      
 
                                          Rapture                        7 year Tribulation            1,000 year Millennial  
                                     of the Church                                                              Reign of Jesus on Earth 
                                                                                                                                           Rev. 20 

Rev. 1     Rev. 2-3     Rev. 4-5     Rev. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 

 

Revelation 20 contains some of the most controversial verses in Revelation. Responsible scholars 

disagree regarding the meaning of the “thousand years.”  Here is the position I support.  

(1) Premillennialists (those who believe Christ will return “pre” [before] the millennium) think that this 

thousand years (Latin, millennium) is a future time of great peace and justice, which is usually thought to be a 

literal 1,000-year period that will begin when Christ returns to reign on earth as a physically present King, and 

which will include resurrected believers reigning with him.   (ESV) 

Premillennialists (Pretribulation) 
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Revelation 20:1-3                                    The Thousand Year Millennium 

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 

bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the 

devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it 

and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand 
years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 

          

The Millennial Kingdom – God Fulfills His Promise to Israel    -      Genesis 15:18   (1440 B.C.) 

On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river 

of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the 

Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 

             

 

 

 To ensure that there is no doubt about the land’s boundaries, Scripture also indicates the different groups 

of people that occupy it: "...the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, 

Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.” We know that these peoples lived in 

what is today Egypt, Sudan, Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Iraq, part of Asian Turkey, and of course all of 

Israel, including Gaza and the West Bank.  (www.chosenpeople.com) 

Land between the river of Egypt 

(Nile River) and the river Euphrates 
Land between the river of Egypt (Nile River) and the 

river Euphrates.  This map includes the possible land 

inhabited by the “10 nations”   
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Romans 11:25-27 

Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial 

hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel 

will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 
27 “and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 

A straightforward reading of Old Testament prophecies seem to predict a future restoration for 

national Israel. 

Amos 9:15   (755 B.C) 

I will plant them on their land, and they shall never again be uprooted out of the land that I have given them,” 

says the LORD your God 

 

Zechariah 14:16-17    (520 B.C.) 

Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to 

worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths. 

Joel 3:17-20   (800 B.C.) 

“So you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who dwells in Zion, my holy mountain. And Jerusalem shall 

be holy, and strangers shall never again pass through it. 

Jeremiah 16:14-16     (600 B.C.) 

Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when it shall no longer be said, ‘As the LORD lives 

who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ 15 but ‘As the LORD lives who brought up the 

people of Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ For I will bring 

them back to their own land that I gave to their fathers. 

16 “Behold, I am sending for many fishers, declares the LORD, and they shall catch them. And afterward I will 

send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain and every hill, and out of the clefts of the 

rocks. 

Isaiah 66:22    (700 B.C.) 

“For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, says the LORD, so shall your 

offspring and your name remain. 

Zechariah 8:4-8         (520 B.C.) 

Thus says the LORD of hosts: Old men and old women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff 

in hand because of great age. 5 And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets. 
6 Thus says the LORD of hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight of the remnant of this people in those days, should 

it also be marvelous in my sight, declares the LORD of hosts? 7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will save 

my people from the east country and from the west country, 8 and I will bring them to dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem. And they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in faithfulness and in righteousness.” 
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The Promise of the Land to Israel      (see also…Deut. 30:16; Jer. 16:14-15, 30:1-3; Ezek. 37:21-29; Zeph 3:20) 

Ezekiel 36:22-24        (570 B.C.) 

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I 

am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you 

came. 23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and 

which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, 

when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 24 I will take you from the nations and gather you 

from all the countries and bring you into your own land. 

Ezekiel 36:27-29      (570 B.C.) 

And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 
28 You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
29 And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it abundant and 

lay no famine upon you. 

Zechariah 13:8-9       (520 B.C.) 

8 In the whole land, declares the LORD, two thirds shall be cut off and perish, and one third shall be left 

alive.9 And I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one refines silver, and test them as gold is tested. 

They will call upon my name, and I will answer them.  I will say, ‘They are my people’; and they will say, ‘The 

LORD is my God.’” 

Revelation 20:14-15                            The Destiny of Unbelievers – Lake of Fire  

14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 

lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown 

into the lake of fire. 

 

 

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… 

 

Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death… 

 

Romans 5:8    But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

Romans 10:9-10   If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 

be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, 

and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 
 

John 5:24    Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes 

him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed 

over from death to life. 

 

Romans 

10:9-10 
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Revelation 21:1-8                              The New Heaven and the New Earth 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 

with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he 

said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is 

done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from 

the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, 

and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the 

detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 
portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 

                       

Because in some of these Bible passages, the Millennium and the “new heaven and earth” are both discussed, 

expositors have often confused the eternal state with the Millennium. However, the principle is well established 

in Scripture that distant events are often telescoped together. Examples of this are Isaiah 61:1–2 (cf. Luke 

4:17–19), which speaks of the first and second comings of Christ together, and Daniel 12:2, which mentions the 

resurrection of the righteous and of the wicked together even though, according to Revelation 20:5, they will 

be separated by a thousand years. Sometimes even the chronological order is reversed, as in Isaiah 65:17–25 

(vv. 17–19 refer to the new heaven and new earth whereas vv. 20–25 clearly refer to the Millennium).  

Though expositors have differed on this point, the principle that clear passages should be used to explain 

obscure passages supports the conclusion that the second coming of Christ is followed by a thousand-year reign 

on earth, and this in turn is followed by a new heaven and new earth, the dwelling place of the saints for eternity. 

With the absence of any geographic identification and the absence of a sea, the new earth will obviously be 

entirely different. By contrast, the sea is mentioned many times in relation to the Millennium (e.g., Ps. 72:8; Isa. 

11:9, 11; Ezek. 47:8–20; 48:28; Zech. 9:10; 14:8). The evidence is conclusive that the new heaven and new earth 

are not to be confused with the Millennium.  (BKC) 

 

God repaired 

sin’s impact 

upon Creation 

through Jesus 

Christ  

Genesis - Garden of Eden Revelation - New Jerusalem  
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Isaiah 61:1-2   (Luke 4:17-19)   

 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; 

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 

those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort 

all who mourn; 

 

Daniel 12:1-2   (Revelation 20:5)   

 

“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of 

trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be 

delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of 

the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 

 

Isaiah 65:17-25 

 

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be remembered or 

come into mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a 

joy, and her people to be a gladness. 19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more shall be 

heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. 20 No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a 

few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the 

sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant 

vineyards and eat their fruit. 22  They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; 

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 

23 They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the 

Lord, and their descendants with them. 24 Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. 

25 The wolf and the lamb shall graze together the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent's 

food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” says the Lord. 

 

        

Isaiah 65:17-19 - New Heavens and New Earth – Rev. 21 

Isaiah 65:20-25 –Millennial Kingdom – Rev. 20 

 

Beginning of Millennium   --   End of Millennium 

1st Coming of Jesus (First Advent)  -  2nd Coming of Christ (Second Advent) 

  

Clarence Larkin - 1910 
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THE NEW JERUSALEM DESCRIBED (21:2–8) 

 John’s attention was then directed to a specific feature of the new heaven and new earth, namely, the Holy 

City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 

dressed for her husband. The New Jerusalem is called “the Holy City,” in contrast with the earthly 

Jerusalem. As early as 3:12 the New Jerusalem was described as “the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, 

which is coming down out of heaven from My God.”  

o The fact that the New Jerusalem comes down from heaven and that it is not said to be created at 

this point has raised the question as to whether it has been in existence during the Millennium 

o Many expositors regard the promise of Christ in John 14:2, “I am going there to prepare a place 

for you,” as referring to this city. The suggestion has been made that if the New Jerusalem is in 

existence during the millennial reign of Christ, it may have been suspended in the heavens as a 

dwelling place for resurrected and translated saints, who nevertheless would have immediate 

access to the earth to carry on their functions of ruling with Christ.  

o In the Millennium the New Jerusalem clearly does not rest on the earth, for there is an earthly 

Jerusalem and an earthly temple (Ezek. 40–48). 

 The New Jerusalem then will apparently be withdrawn from its proximity to the earth when the earth will 

be destroyed at the end of the Millennium, and then will come back after the new earth is created. 

Though this possibility of a satellite city has been disregarded by most commentators and must be 

considered as an inference rather than a direct revelation of the Bible, it does solve some problems of the 

relationship between the resurrected and translated saints to those still in their natural bodies in the 

Millennium, problems which otherwise are left without explanation. 

 Here, however, the New Jerusalem is described as it will be in the eternal state, and it is said to be “a bride 

beautifully dressed for her husband.” Because the church is pictured in Scripture as a bride (2 Cor. 11:2), 

some have tried to identify the New Jerusalem’s inhabitants as specifically the church saints, excluding 

saints of other dispensations. However, the use of marriage as an illustration is common in Scripture, 

not only to relate Christ to the church but also Yahweh to Israel. Though the city is compared to a 

beautifully dressed bride, it actually is a city, not a person or group of people. 

 Following this initial revelation of the New Jerusalem John wrote,  I heard a loud voice from the throne. 

This is the last of 20 times that the expression “a loud voice” is used in Revelation (first used in 5:2). 

o The final revelation from heaven states that God will then dwell with men, that the saints will be 

His people and He will be their God. In eternity saints will enjoy a new intimacy with God which 

is impossible in a world where sin and death are still present. The new order will be without sorrow. 

God will wipe every tear from their eyes, and death with its mourning, and pain with its crying 

will vanish, for the old order of things will have passed away. 

 Some have wondered if grief and sorrow will exist for a while in heaven and then be done away with here 

at the establishing of the new order. It is better to understand this passage as saying that heaven will have 

none of the features that so characterize the present earth. 

 The dramatic change to the new order is expressed in the words, I am making everything new! This 

revelation is trustworthy and true, and John was instructed to write down that fact. The One bringing 

about the change is Christ, who calls Himself the Alpha and the Omega (cf. 1:8; 22:13), the first and last 

letters of the Greek alphabet, interpreted by the phrase the Beginning and the End. 

 Those who are thirsty are promised that they will be able to drink without cost from the spring of the 

water of life. Apparently this refers not to physical thirst but to a desire for spiritual blessings. 

 Christ explained that he who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be My 

son. This expresses the intimate relationship between the saints and God in the eternal state. 

 By contrast, those who practice the sins of the unbelieving world will be excluded from the New 

Jerusalem and will be destined for the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This judgment is a righteous punishment 

for their sins, eight of which are itemized here. He adds, This is the second death. 
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o It should be obvious that this passage is not affirming salvation by works, but rather is referring to 

works as indicative of whether one is saved or not. Obviously many will be in heaven who 

before their conversions were indeed guilty of these sins but who turned from them in the day of 

grace in trusting Christ as their Savior. Though works are the evidence of salvation or lack of it, 

they are never the basis or ground of it. Similar lists of sins are found elsewhere in Revelation (cf. 

v. 27; 22:15).  (BKC) 

Revelation 21:9-14                                 The New Jerusalem 

9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 

plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city 

Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God, its radiance like 

a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, 

and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of 

Israel were inscribed— 13 on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three 

gates, and on the west three gates. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on 

them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

         

THE NEW JERUSALEM AS THE BRIDE (21:9–11) 

 One of the angels of chapter 16 who had poured out a bowl of wrath on the earth then invited John to see 

the New Jerusalem as a bride. Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. Carried by the 

Spirit to a high mountain, John saw the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, shining 

with the glory of God. 

 Expositors have raised questions about the additional revelation of the New Jerusalem, beginning in verse 

9. Some believe that this section is a recapitulation and pictures the New Jerusalem as it will be suspended 

over the earth during the millennial reign of Christ. A preferred interpretation, however, is that the passage 

continues to describe the New Jerusalem as it will be in the eternal state. Obviously the city would be 

much the same in either case, but various indications seem to relate this to the eternal state rather than to 

the Millennium. 

 The overall impression of the city as a gigantic brilliant jewel compared to jasper, clear as crystal 

indicates its great beauty. John was trying to describe what he saw and to relate it to what might be familiar 

to his readers. However, it is evident that his revelation transcends anything that can be experienced. 
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 The jasper stone known today is opaque and not clear (cf. 4:3). It is found in various colors, and John 

apparently was referring to the beauty of the stone rather than to its particular characteristics. Today one 

might describe that city as a beautifully cut diamond, a stone not known as a jewel in the first century. 

 As in the earlier references to the New Jerusalem as a bride, here again is a city, not a person or group of 

people. This is confirmed by the description of the city which follows.  (BKC) 

THE NEW JERUSALEM AS A CITY (21:12–27) 

 John saw a gigantic city, “square” in shape (v. 16), and surrounded by a great, high wall with 12 gates. 

The 12 gates bore the names of the 12 tribes of Israel. The number 12 is prominent in the city with 

12 gates and 12 angels (v. 12), 12 tribes of Israel (v. 12), 12 foundations (v. 14), 12 apostles (v. 14), 12 

pearls (v. 21), 12 kinds of fruit (22:2), with the wall 144 cubits—12 times 12 (21:17), and the height, 

width, and length, 12,000 stadia, about 1,400 miles (v. 16). The city has walls north, south, east, and west 

with three gates on each side (v. 13) and with an angel standing guard at each gate (v. 12). 

o This is an entirely different situation from the earthly Jerusalem in the Millennium. But if the 

names of the gates corresponded to the millennial Jerusalem described in Ezekiel 48:31–34, the 

north side from east to west would have the gates named Levi, Judah, and Reuben. On the west 

side from north to south were Naphtali, Asher, and Gad; on the south side from east to west, 

Simeon, Issachar, and Zebulun; and on the east side from north to south, Joseph, Benjamin, and 

Dan. In contrast to Revelation 7:5–8, where Dan is omitted and Joseph and Manasseh are included, 

Ezekiel mentioned Dan but not Manasseh. 

 The 12 foundations to the city’s wall bore the names of the 12 apostles of the Lamb. The apostles were 

part of the church, the body of Christ. Thus both the church and Israel will be in the city; the former 

are represented by the apostles’ names on the foundations (v. 14), and the latter by the names of Israel’s 

12 tribes on the gates (v. 12). The distinction between Israel and the church is thus maintained. (BKC) 

Revelation 21:15-21                                  New Jerusalem – Cont’d 

15 And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and 

walls. 16 The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 

stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. 17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human 

measurement, which is also an angel's measurement. 18 The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure 

gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first 

was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the 

seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth 

amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of 

the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

      

 An angel measured the city with a measuring rod of gold, about 10 feet in length. The city is 12,000 

stadia in length and width, approximately 1,400 miles on each side. Tremendous as is the dimension of 

the city, the amazing fact is that it is also 1,400 miles high. 

http://www.biblenews1.com/peace/peace5.html
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 Surrounding this huge city is a wall 144 cubits or 216 feet thick. The reference to man’s measurement 

simply means that though an angel is using the rod, he is using human dimensions. 

 As John gazed at the wall, he saw that it was made of jasper, and that the city was made of pure gold, 

as pure as glass. John was using the language of appearance, for apparently both the jasper and the gold 

differ from these metals as they are known today. In verse 11 the jasper is translucent, and in verses 18 

and 21 the gold is clear like glass. 

 The New Jerusalem is a “perfect cube.”  In 1 Kings 6:20, the Holy of Holies of Solomon’s temple was a 

perfect cube.  God “dwelt” among the Israelites in the Holy of Holies.  God’s presence provides His 

holiness and His holiness is perfect.  Based upon the “symbolism” of a cube as it relates to the Holy of 

Holies, the New Jerusalem will be “perfect.” 

 

                           
 

 

 The decorations of the foundations (with the apostles’ names inscribed on them) include 12 stones 

involving different colors. The color of the jasper is not indicated. The sapphire was probably blue; the 

chalcedony comes from Chalcedon, Turkey and is basically blue with stripes of other colors. The emerald 

is a bright green; the sardonyx is red and white; and the carnelian, called a “sardius” in the NASB, is 

usually ruby-red in color, though it sometimes has an amber or honey color. In 4:3 the carnelian stone is 

coupled with the jasper to reflect the glory of God. The chrysolyte is a golden color, probably different 

from the modern chrysolyte stone which is pale green. The beryl is a sea green; the topaz is a transparent 

yellow-green; the chrysoprase is also green; the jacinth is violet in color; and the amethyst is purple. 

The stones together provide a brilliant array of beautiful colors. The gates resemble huge, single pearls, 

and the street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass (cf. 21:18). 

o While the beauty of the city may have symbolic meaning, no clue is given as to the precise 

interpretation. Since it is reasonable to assume that the saints will dwell in the city, it is best to take 

the city as a literal future dwelling place of the saints and angels. (BKC) 

Revelation 21:22-27   The New Jerusalem – Cont’d 

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the 

city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 

By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will 

never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 

nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only 

those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.   

           

1 Kings 6:20                         

“Cube” of 30 Feet by 30 Feet 
New Jerusalem 

“Cube” 

Heavenly Temple in Revelation – 

3:12, 7:15, 11:19, 15:5                      

The Temple is the Lord God Himself 
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 John declared that he did not see a temple in the city because God the Father and the Lamb (God the 

Son) are its temple. There will be no need for light from the sun or moon because the glory of God will 

provide the light. As John explained, the Lamb is its lamp. 

 From the fact that the nations (the Gentiles) will be in the city (vv. 24, 26)—as well as Israel and the 

church—it is evident that the city is the dwelling place of the saints of all ages, the angels, and God 

Himself. The description of the heavenly Jerusalem in Hebrews 12:22–24 itemizes all those mentioned 

here and adds “the spirits of righteous men made perfect,” which would include all other saints not 

specifically mentioned. 

 John learned that the gates of the city will never be shut, and because God’s glory will be present 

continually there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations will be in the city, and 

everything that is impure … shameful, or deceitful will be excluded (cf. Rev. 21:8; 22:15). The 

inhabitants will be only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. It is interesting that 

in the six references to the book of life in Revelation only this one calls it “the Lamb’s” (cf. 3:5; 13:8; 

17:8; 20:12, 15). 

 Though the description of the city does not answer all questions concerning the eternal state, the revelation 

given to John describes a beautiful and glorious future for all who put their trust in the living God.   

 John declared that he did not see a temple in the city because God the Father and the Lamb (God the 

Son) are its temple. There will be no need for light from the sun or moon because the glory of God will 

provide the light. As John explained, the Lamb is its lamp. 

 From the fact that the nations (the Gentiles) will be in the city (vv. 24, 26)—as well as Israel and the 

church—it is evident that the city is the dwelling place of the saints of all ages, the angels, and God 

Himself. The description of the heavenly Jerusalem in Hebrews 12:22–24 itemizes all those mentioned 

here and adds “the spirits of righteous men made perfect,” which would include all other saints not 

specifically mentioned. 

 John learned that the gates of the city will never be shut, and because God’s glory will be present 

continually there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations will be in the city, and 

everything that is impure … shameful, or deceitful will be excluded (cf. Rev. 21:8; 22:15). The 

inhabitants will be only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. It is interesting 

that in the six references to the book of life in Revelation only this one calls it “the Lamb’s” (cf. 3:5; 

13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15). 

 Though the description of the city does not answer all questions concerning the eternal state, the revelation 

given to John describes a beautiful and glorious future for all who put their trust in the living God.  (BKC) 
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Revelation 22:1-5                                       The River of Life 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either 

side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The 

leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything 

accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 
4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. 

They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 

forever and ever. 

…  

THE RIVER OF THE WATER OF LIFE (22:1–2a). 

While this may be a literal river, its symbolism is clear. Out of the throne of God will flow pure water, 

symbolic of the holiness and purity of God and the city. This reference to a river should not be confused with 

similar millennial situations such as those in Ezekiel 47:1, 12 and Zechariah 14:8. These refer to literal rivers 

flowing from the temple and from Jerusalem and will be part of the millennial scene. The river in Revelation 22:1 

will be part of the New Jerusalem in the new earth. The water flows down the middle of the great street of the 

city. This apparently refers to a main thoroughfare in the New Jerusalem coming from the throne of God 

with the river being a narrow stream in the middle of the street.  

It is significant also that the Lamb is pictured on the throne. This makes it clear that 1 Corinthians 15:24, 

which states that Christ “hands over the kingdom to God the Father after He has destroyed all dominion, 

authority, and power,” does not mean that Christ’s reign on the throne will end but that it will change its 

character. Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords (cf. Rev. 17:14; 19:16) for all eternity. 

THE TREE OF LIFE (22:2b). 

As John contemplated the heavenly city, he saw the tree of life, bearing 12 crops of fruit, yielding its fruit 

every month. Interpreters have puzzled over this expression that the tree of life is on each side of the river. 

Some take this is as a group of trees. Others say that the river of life is narrow and that it flows on both sides of 

the tree. The tree of life was referred to in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:22, 24), where it was represented as 

perpetuating physical life forever. Adam and Eve were forbidden to eat of the fruit of this tree. Earlier in 

Revelation (2:7) the saints were promised the “right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” 

While the literal and the symbolic seem to be combined in this tree, there is no reason why it could not be 

an actual tree with literal fruit. The practical effect would be to continue physical life forever. While the verse 

does not state that the fruit can be eaten, this is presumably the implication. 
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The tree’s leaves … are for the healing of the nations. Based on this statement some have referred this 

situation back to the millennial times when there will be sickness and healing. However, another meaning seems 

to be indicated. The word “healing” (therapeian) can be understood as “health-giving.” The English “therapeutic” 

is derived from this Greek word. Even though there is no sickness in the eternal state, the tree’s fruit and leaves 

seem to contribute to the physical well-being of those in the eternal state. 

THE THRONE OF GOD (22:3–4) 

As if to remind the reader that healing as such is not necessary, John added, No longer will there be any 

curse. As the curse of Adam’s sin led to illness requiring healing and death, so in the eternal state there will be 

no curse; therefore no healing of illness is necessary. 

As mentioned earlier, God and the Lamb are in the new city (21:22–23; 22:1). The New Jerusalem will be the 

temple of God (21:22), and the throne of God will also be in it. Then John wrote, His servants will serve Him. 

The highest joy and privilege of the saints in eternity will be to serve their blessed Lord, even though it is 

true that they will also reign with Him (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:10; 20:4–6). They will have a privileged place before 

the throne for they will see His face. The implication is that they are under the Lord’s good favor and in His 

“inner circle.” This intimacy is also indicated by the fact that His name will be on their foreheads (cf. 2:17; 

3:12; 7:3; 14:1). Their freedom to be in the presence of God indicates that they will then be in their glorified 

bodies (cf. 1 John 3:2). 

THE SAINTS’ REIGN WITH GOD (22:5) 

Once again John wrote that the glory and light of the New Jerusalem will be the presence of God, with no 

artificial illumination (cf. 21:23–24). And once again the statement is made that the servants of God will reign 

with Christ forever (cf. 20:6b). 

Revelation 22:6-9                                        Jesus Is Coming 

6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the 
spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 

7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of 
this book.” 

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell 

down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, “You must 

not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who 

keep the words of this book. Worship God.” 
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The final word from God (22:6–21) 

THE CERTAINTY OF THE RETURN OF CHRIST (22:6–7) 

Confirming both the truth and possibility of comprehending the prophecies previously given, the angel told 

John that the words of this book are trustworthy and true. The purpose of these communications is not to 

bewilder and confuse but to reveal many of the things that must soon take place. 

This directly contradicts the point of view of many scholars that the Book of Revelation is an imponderable 

mystery for which no key is available today. This book is the Word of God and not the vague imaginations of 

John. In addition it is intended to describe future events. When taken in its literal, ordinary meaning, this is 

exactly what it does, even though much of Revelation is written in symbolic form. The Word of God was not 

given to be obscure. It was given to be understood by those taught by the Spirit. 

The theme of Revelation is stated again in verse 7: Behold, I am coming soon! (cf. 1:7; 22:12, 20) Also He 

is coming quickly. The Greek word tachy may be translated “soon” (NIV) or “quickly” (NASB, ASV), and from the 

divine standpoint both are true. The coming of Christ is always soon from the standpoint of the saints’ 

foreview of the future, and when it occurs, it will come suddenly or quickly. Accordingly a special blessing is 

pronounced on those who believe and heed the prophecy of the book. As stated earlier, this last book of the Bible, 

so neglected by the church and with its meanings confused by many expositors, contains more promises of 

blessing than any other book of Scripture.  

Revelation 22:10-17 

10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 

near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, 
and the holy still be holy.” 

12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he 
has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life 

and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the 

sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices 

falsehood. 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the 

root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”  17 The Spirit and the Bride say, 

“Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the 
one who desires take the water of life without price. 

                          

If people don’t repent, they will continue in their wickedness 
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THE COMMAND TO PROCLAIM THE PROPHECY OF THE BOOK (22:10–11) 

Daniel was told that his prophecies would be “sealed until the time of the end” (Dan. 12:9). But John was told 

not to seal up the words of these prophecies. Again it should be emphasized that the viewpoint of some scholars 

that the Book of Revelation is an impenetrable puzzle is expressly contradicted by this and other passages. 

Revelation, both via its plain statements and its symbols, is designed to reveal facts and events relating to the 

second coming of Christ. 

The exhortation which follows has puzzled some. Those who do wrong and are vile are encouraged to 

continue to do so, and those who do right and are holy are encouraged to continue to do so (Rev. 22:11). The 

point here is not to condone what is evil, but to point out that if people do not heed this prophecy, they will 

continue in their wickedness. 

  On the other hand those who do heed the prophecy will continue to do what is right. Relatively speaking, the 

time of the Lord’s return is near and no major changes in mankind’s conduct can be expected. 

THE COMING JUDGMENT AND REWARD (22:12) 

The words with which this verse begins: Behold, I am coming soon! are the same as those at the beginning 

of verse 7. In connection with His return, which will be “soon” (cf. vv. 7, 20), a reward is promised to His saints 

for what they have done for Christ. The reference is to the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10–11). The final 

judgments of both the wicked and the righteous will be judgments of works. This is the joyous expectation of 

those who are faithful and the fear of those who have not been faithful. 

THE ETERNAL CHRIST (22:13) 

Once again Christ is described as the Alpha and the Omega (first and last letters of the Greek alphabet), the 

First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. Christ is before all Creation and He will continue to exist after 

the present creation is destroyed. He is the Eternal One (cf. 1:4, 8, 17; 2:8; 21:6). 

THE COMING BLESSING AND JUDGMENT (22:14–15) 

The last of the seven beatitudes of Revelation is bestowed on the saints, those who wash their robes. They 

have access to the New Jerusalem and its tree of life (cf. v. 19). The other six beatitudes are in 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 

19:9; 20:6; 22:7. In the manuscripts followed by the KJV, the expression “those who wash their robes” is 

translated “that do His commandments.” In both cases the words accurately describe the righteous. 

By contrast, judgment is pronounced on those who are unsaved (dogs refers to people; cf. Phil. 3:2): those 

who practice magic arts (cf. Rev. 9:21; 18:23; 21:8), the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters, and 

everyone who loves and practices falsehood. As in the similar description of the unsaved in 21:8, 27, the wicked 

works which characterize the unsaved are described. Though some saints have been guilty of these same practices, 

they have been washed in the blood of the Lamb and are acceptable to God. But those who refuse to come to the 

Lord receive the just reward for their sins. Though the world is excessively wicked, God will bring every sin into 

judgment. And the time for Christ’s return may be drawing near, when this will be effected. 

 

1:3        Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who  

             keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 

14:13    Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they    

             may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!” 

16:15    (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he  

             may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) 

19:9     “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 

20:6      Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no  
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             power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. 

22:7     Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 

22:14   Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they  

            may enter the city by the gates. 

7. THE INVITATION OF THE SPIRIT AND THE BRIDE (22:16–17) 

22:16–17. The entire Book of Revelation was delivered by Christ through His angel and is for the churches. 

Christ described Himself as the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star. Historically 

Christ comes from David (Matt. 1:1; cf. Isa. 11:11; Rev. 5:5). Prophetically His coming is like the morning star, 

the beginning of a bright new day. The Holy Spirit joined with the bride, the church, in extending an 

invitation to all who heed. Those who hear are encouraged to respond and also to extend the invitation to others. 

The wonderful promise is given that all those who are thirsty may come and will receive God’s free gift. 

This is the wonderful invitation extended to every generation up to the coming of Christ. Those who recognize 

their need and realize that Christ is the provider of salvation are exhorted to come while there is yet time 

before the judgment falls and it is too late. As the Scriptures make clear, the gift of eternal life (here called the 

water of life; cf. 22:1; John 7:37–39) is free. It has been paid for by the death of Christ on the cross and is 

extended to all who are willing to receive it in simple faith. 

Revelation 22:18-21 

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, 

God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the 

words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the 

holy city, which are described in this book.   20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I 

am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!   21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. 

 

THE FINAL WARNING, PRAYER AND PROMISE 

While on the one hand an invitation is extended to those who will listen, a word of warning is also given to 

those who reject the revelation of this final book of the Bible. A dual warning is given against adding to it or 

subtracting from it (cf. Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Prov. 30:6). How great will be the judgment of those who despise this 

book and relegate it to the mystical experiences of an old man, thereby denying that it is the inspired Word of 

God. Rejecting the Word of God is rejecting God Himself. And those who deny His promises of blessing and 

subtract from His truths will receive His judgment and will have no part in the tree of life. 
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One further word of testimony was then given: Yes, I am coming soon (cf. vv. 7, 12). To this John replied in 

a brief prayer, Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  With this tremendous revelation completed, a final word of benediction 

was pronounced. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. This expression, so common in 

other New Testament books, brings this final word from God to an end. For those who believe that Christ in His 

first coming provided salvation, there is the wonderful promise of His coming again to bring full and final 

deliverance. As the book began by introducing a revelation of Jesus Christ so it ends with the same thought that 

He is coming again. 

 

Probably no other book of Scripture more sharply contrasts the blessed lot of the saints with the fearful 

future of those who are lost. No other book of the Bible is more explicit in its description of judgment on the 

one hand and the saints’ eternal bliss on the other. What a tragedy that so many pass by this book and fail to 

fathom its wonderful truths, thereby impoverishing their knowledge and hope in Christ Jesus. God’s people who 

understand and appreciate these wonderful promises can join with John in his prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus.”  (BKC)  
 

 
 

http://www.gty.org/

resources/questions

/QA160/does-god-

answer-the-prayers-

of-unbelievers 

 
(John MacArthur’s 

Grace to You ministry) 

Does God hear the prayers of the Unbeliever? 

God is sovereign and can choose to answer any prayer He sees fit. But Scripture 

clearly indicates that God does not listen to or answer every prayer. In fact, 

Scripture gives at least fifteen reasons for unanswered prayer. God does not answer 

the prayer of those: 

1) Who have personal and selfish motives.   (James 4:3)                                                         

2) Who regard iniquity in their hearts.      (Psalm 66:18)                                       

3) Who remain in sin.       (Isaiah 59:2, John 9:31)                                                                                     

4) Who offer unworthy service to God.     (Malachi 2:1-16)                                                              

5) Who forsake God.     (Jeremiah 14:10-12)                                                                                            

6) Who reject God's call.     Proverbs 1:24-25, 28)                                                                                                  

7) Who will not heed God's law.    (Zechariah 7:11-13)                                                                                             

8) Who turn a deaf ear to the cry of the poor.   (Proverbs 21:13)                                                                        

9) Who are violent.       (Isaiah 1:15; 59:2-3)                                                                                                      

10) Who worship idols.    (Jeremiah 11:11-14;  Ezekiel 8:15-18)                                                                                             

11) Who have no faith.     (James 1:6-7)                                                                                                    

12) Who are living in hypocrisy.    (Luke 12:1)                                                                               

13) Who are proud of heart.    James 4:6; I Peter 5:5)                                                                                           

14) Who are self-righteous.   (Luke 18:11-14)                                                                                     

15) Who mistreat God's people.    (Micah 3:2-4) 

So, does God answer the prayers of unbelievers? A strict yes or no answer is 

difficult without qualifying the answer in various ways. However, it is noteworthy 

that the above mentioned principles represent some of the key characteristics of an 

unbeliever. Thus we can safely say that, in general, God does not answer the 

prayers of an unbeliever. 
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