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Revelation 19 – Second Coming of Jesus Christ   

  

The Book of Revelation (“apokalupis” – unveil) is important because it is the last inspired book of the Bible 

to be written and is rightly positioned as the New Testament’s final book. As the New Testament opens with the 

four Gospels relating to the first coming of Christ, so the Book of Revelation closes the New Testament with the 

general theme of the second coming of Christ. The Book of Revelation is also the climax of many lines of 

revelation running through both Testaments, and it brings to conclusion the revelation of many prophecies yet 

to be fulfilled.  (BKC) 

 

                                                                                                                     Rev. 19 
                                                                                                                Second Coming                  Rev. 21-22 
                                                                                                                 of Jesus Christ                 New Heavens 
                                                                                                                                                           and New Earth 
 
                                                               Anti-Christ betrays Israel and sets 
   Glory of Christ                                                     up world rule 
 
  
      
 
                                          Rapture                        7 year Tribulation            1,000 year Millennial  
                                     of the Church                                                              Reign of Jesus on Earth 
                                                                                                                                           Rev. 20 

Rev. 1     Rev. 2-3     Rev. 4-5     Rev. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 

 

   

Revelation 16:19-21             The Seventh Bowl Judgment – The Great Earthquake! 

 

The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered 

Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. 20 And every 

island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. 21 And great hailstones, about one 

hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of the 

hail, because the plague was so severe. 
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Revelation 17:1-6               The Great Prostitute – The Religious System of “Babylon” 

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I 

will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters,… 5 And on 
her forehead was written a name of mystery:  

“Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations.” 

1. She is a prostitute 

2. She sits on “many waters” 

3. The kings of the earth are her “illicit lovers” 

4. She rides a seven headed, 10 horned, scarlet beast 

5. She carries a cup filled with abominations 

6. She has a title of mystery 

7. She is identified with “Babylon” 

8. She is dressed in purple and scarlet and is wealthy 

9. She is drunk on the blood of the saints. 

10. She is identified with a great city that rules over all                         

          of the kings of the earth.  

  

Revelation 17:9-14    The Progression of World Powers  

9 This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the 

woman is seated; 10 they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has 

not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while.  

The “Five” Kingdoms that have fallen (1st – 5th)…………………….....…….. The “one is” (6th) 

   
   

Egypt Assyria Babylon Persia Greece Rome 

                           7th                                

             “Ten King” World Kingdom?              One World Kingdom under the Antichrist 
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Revelation 18:1-3                      The Fall of Babylon – The Great City is Judged 

After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the 

earth was made bright with his glory. 2 And he called out with a mighty voice, 

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!  She has become a dwelling place for demons, 

a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and 

detestable beast. 3 For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, 

and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth 
have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.” 

                 

              Chapter 17 - The Religious System                Chapter 18 – The Political/Commercial System                                        

The Political System Destroys the Religious System             God Destroys the “City of Babylon” 

Revelation 18:20-24:                                     Heaven Rejoices   

 

20 Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given 

judgment for you against her!”   21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone 

and threw it into the sea, saying, “So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with 

violence, and will be found no more;  
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Revelation 19:1-5             Rejoicing in Heaven   

 

After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

“Hallelujah!    Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2 for his judgments are true 

and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, 
and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” 

3 Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” 

4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who 

was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 5 And from the throne came a voice 
saying, 

“Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.” 

             

 

Revelation 4–18 dealt primarily with the events of the Great Tribulation. Beginning in chapter 19 there is a 

noticeable change. The Great Tribulation is now coming to its end and the spotlight focuses on heaven and the 

second coming of Christ. For the saints and angels it is a time of rejoicing and victory. 

 Beginning in chapter 19 a chronological development is indicated by the phrase after this (meta tauta). 

Literally this phrase means “after these things,” and refers to the events of chapter 18. Accordingly John 

heard what sounded like the roar of many people in heaven praising God, obviously because of the 

judgment on Babylon.  

 The word “roar” (phōnēn) is literally a “sound,” modified by the adjective “great” (megalēn). This loud 

noise is from a great multitude, the same phrase used in 7:9 where the “great multitude” refers to the 

martyred dead of the Great Tribulation. For them in particular the judgment of Babylon is a great triumph. 

o The Greek word for Hallelujah (“praise Yahweh”) is hallēlouia, (Ἁλληλουϊά) sometimes 

translated “alleluiah.” The word “hallelujah” is derived from the similar Hebrew word in the Old 

Testament. It occurs in the New Testament only four times, all of them in Revelation 19 (vv. 

1, 3–4, 6). This is the biblical “Hallelujah Chorus.”  (23 times in the LXX – all in the Psalms) 

 In expressing their praise of God, God’s glory and power resulting from and caused by His salvation are 

mentioned along with the fact that His judgments are true and just. The destruction of the great 

prostitute is a proper act of vengeance for her martyring the servants of God. The judgment that is 

 
.. 

Hallelujah is the transliteration of the Hebrew phrase of “Halal” (to praise) and “Yah” (God).  It only appears here in 

the NT.  It first appears in Ps. 104:35, another time where God says He will consume the wicked.   The Hebrew phrase 

is associated with God’s deliverance of His people from Egypt.  Psalms 103-118 are the “Egyptian Hallel.”  (MacArthur) 
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wrought on her, however, is only the beginning of the eternal punishment of the wicked, indicated in 

the statement that the smoke from her goes up forever and ever. 

 The 24 elders and the 4 living creatures also sing a hallelujah chorus. This is another reminder that the 24 

elders, representing the church of the present Age, are distinguished from the Tribulation saints, described 

in verse 1 as “a great multitude.” The 4 living creatures, previously introduced in 4:6–8, seem to refer to 

angels who praise God. Still another voice of praise, apparently coming from an angel, also praised 

God and exhorted all you His servants (19:5) to join in this praise.   (BKC) 

 “Amen” comes from the Hebrew word “amen” meaning “trustworthy.”  The word expresses certainty, 

reliability and affirmation.   

o “Fear Him”…is a reverential awe.  Though all human analogies break down, the observation of 

a child who has done wrong fleeing in tears into the arms of his father, even though he knows 

that his father will administer justice, is probably the closest one can get to a picture of the concept 

of the biblical fear of God.  (NAC) 

Revelation 19:6-10                          The Marriage Supper of the Lamb 

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters 
and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, 

“Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him 

the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it 

was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the 

righteous deeds of the saints. 

9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 10 Then I fell 

down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant 

with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the 

testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

        

 The fourth and final hallelujah of this chapter, according to John, sounded like a multitude of people, 

rushing waters, and loud thunder. Here the rejoicing is prophetic for what is about to happen rather 

than for the judgment just executed. 

o The second coming of Christ is anticipated in the words, for our Lord God Almighty reigns.  

 In Scripture, marriage is often used to describe the relationship of saints to God.  

The Wedding at Cana – Paola Veronese - 1563 

John 2:1-11 – Jesus turns the water into wine 

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb 
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o In the Old Testament, Israel is pictured, as in Hosea, as the unfaithful wife of Yahweh who is 

destined to be restored in the future kingdom. In the New Testament, marriage is also used to 

describe the relationship between Christ and the church, but the illustration contrasts with the 

Old Testament, for the church is regarded as a virgin bride waiting the coming of her heavenly 

bridegroom (2 Cor. 11:2). 

 The fine linen with which the bride will be adorned is explained as representing the righteous acts of the 

saints (Rev. 19:8). (In the OT the high priest’s clothing included linen: Ex. 28:42; Lev. 6:10; 16:4, 23, 

32.) While some think this refers to the fact that the saints are justified by faith, the plural expression “the 

righteous acts” seems to refer to the righteous deeds wrought by the saints through the grace of God. 

Though all this has been made possible by the grace of God, the emphasis here seems to be on the works 

of the bride rather than on her standing as one who has been justified by faith. 

 This is the last of 14 outbursts of praise to God in the Book of Revelation. 

 Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb! 
o One of the false interpretations that has plagued the church is the concept that God treats all saints 

exactly alike. Instead, a literal interpretation of the Bible distinguishes different groups of saints, 

and here the bride is distinguished from those who are invited to the wedding supper.  

 Instead of treating all alike, God indeed has a program for Israel as a nation and also for 

those in Israel who are saved. He also has a program for Gentiles in the Old Testament who 

come to faith in God. And in the New Testament He has a program for the church as still 

a different group of saints.  

 Again in the Book of Revelation the Tribulation saints are distinguished from other 

previous groups. It is not so much a question of difference in blessings as it is that God 

has a program designed for each group of saints which corresponds to their particular 

relationship to His overall program. Here the church, described as a bride, will be attended 

by angels and by saints who are distinct from the bride.  (BKC) 

 Per MacArthur, these guests represent Old Testament believers.  Matthew 8:11 and Luke 13:28 both refer 

to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as being in the kingdom, and Luke 13:28 also mentions the prophets.  All 

the heroes of Hebrews 11 will be among the invited guests.  So will John the Baptist, the greatest of all 

OT believers (Matt. 11:11), who described himself as a friend of the bridegroom (John 3:29) and hence 

one of the invited guests.  All the Tribulation saints, glorified and still alive on earth and entering the 

Millennial Kingdom, will be guests.   

 Expositors have debated whether the wedding will be in heaven or on earth. While the difference is not 

that important, the interpretive problem can be resolved by comparing the wedding described here to 

weddings in the first century.    (BKC)                                                                                                                                                                                       .   

. 

   

First – Betrothal                    

(Legal Consummation) 

Second – Presentation          

(Groom claims Bride) 

Third – Ceremony           

(Wedding Supper) 

Church was betrothed to Christ in 

eternity past. 

Church presented to Christ at 

Rapture 

Final supper beginning the 

Millennium 

 A wedding normally included these stages:  

(1) legal consummation of the marriage by both set of parents, with the payment of the dowry;  

Per Mounce, in the historical context of the proud and powerful Roman Empire, for John to call God “the Almighty” is an act of 

extreme confidence.  Domitian had conferred upon himself the title “our Lord and God.   The word means “one who holds all 

things in his control.”   It is used 9 times in Revelation and once in 2 Cor. 6:18.  It is used 180 times in the OT.    
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o (2) the bridegroom coming to claim his bride (as illustrated in Matt. 25:1–13 – ten virgins); 

o (3) the wedding supper (as illustrated in John 2:1–11) which was a several-day feast. 

 Per the BKC, in Revelation 19:9 “the wedding supper” is phase 3. And the 

announcement coincides with the second coming of Christ. It would seem, 

therefore, that the wedding supper has not yet been observed. In fulfilling the 

symbol, Christ is completing phase 1 in the Church Age as individuals are saved. 

Phase 2 will be accomplished at the Rapture of the church, when Christ takes His 

bride to heaven, the Father’s house (John 14:1–3). Accordingly it would seem that 

the beginning of the Millennium itself will fulfill the symbolism of the wedding 

supper (gamos). It is also significant that the use of the word “bride” in 19:7 (gynē, 

lit., “wife,”) implies that phase 2 of the wedding will have been completed and that 

all that remains is the feast itself. (The word commonly used for “bride” is nymphē; 

cf. John 3:29; Rev. 18:23; 21:2, 9; 22:17.) 

 All this suggests that the wedding feast is an earthly feast, which also corresponds to 

the illustrations of weddings in the Bible (Matt. 22:1–14; 25:1–13), and thus will take place 

on earth at the beginning of the Millennium. The importance of the announcement and 

invitation to the wedding supper, repeated in Revelation 22:17, is seen in the angel’s 

remarks, These are the true words of God. 

 For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, that is, the very nature or purpose of prophecy 

is to testify of Jesus Christ and to bring glory to Him. In the present Age one of the special functions 

of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ and to inform believers of “what is yet to come” (John 16:13). The 

tremendous revelation in the first 10 verses of Revelation 19 is a fitting introduction to what is about 

to be revealed, the second coming of Jesus Christ, the subject of the entire book (1:1).  (BKC) 

Revelation 19:11-16                               The Rider on a White Horse 

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful 

and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, 

and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 
13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of 

God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on 

white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, 

and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 

God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and 

Lord of lords. 

     …  

 Conservative interpreters of the Bible almost universally recognize this as a yet-future event, as indicated 

in orthodox creeds throughout the history of the church. Just as the first coming of Christ was literal and 
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was fulfilled in history, so the second coming of Christ which is yet future will be fulfilled in the same 

literal manner. 

 Most significant is the fact that in Rev 19–20 there is complete silence concerning any translation of living 

saints. In fact the implication of the passage is that saints who are on earth when Christ returns will remain 

on earth to enter the millennial kingdom in their natural bodies. If the Rapture were included in the second 

coming of Christ to the earth, one would expect to find reference to such a major event in Rev. 19.  

 The horse’s rider is called Faithful and True for, as John declared, With justice He judges and makes 

war. His piercing judgment of sin is indicated in the words, His eyes are like blazing fire (cf. Rev. 1:14), 

and His right to rule is evidenced by the many crowns He is wearing. Written on Him is a name that no 

one but He Himself knows, suggesting that Christ is the ineffable, indescribable One. But actual titles 

are given for Him. Revelation 19:13 says, His name is the Word of God (cf. John 1:1, 14; 1 John 1:1), 

and Revelation 19:16 states that the name of His robe and on His thigh is KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 

LORDS (cf. 1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 17:14). The rider obviously is Jesus Christ, returning to the earth in glory. 

That He is coming as Judge is further supported by the fact that He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood 

(19:13; cf. Isa. 63:2–3; Rev. 14:20). 

 The drama of the scene is further enhanced by the multitude of the armies of heaven described as riding 

on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean (cf. v. 8). In Christ’s mouth was a sharp 

sword (cf. 1:16; 2:12, 16; 19:21) which He would use to strike down the nations. The word for “sword” 

(rhomphaia) was used of an unusually long sword, thus indicating a piercing action.  

o In addition to using the sword for striking down, He will use an iron scepter for ruling (cf. Ps. 

2:9; Rev. 2:27). Christ is also described as the One who treads the winepress of the fury of the 

wrath of God Almighty (cf. 14:19–20; and cf. “Almighty” in 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:6; 

21:22). This scene is a dramatic indication of the awfulness of the impending judgment. Matthew 

24:30 indicates that those on earth will be witnesses of this impressive scene. 

 The scene on earth is the final stage of the great world war that will be under way for many weeks. With 

armies battling up and down the Holy Land for victory, on the very day of the return of Christ there will 

be house-to-house fighting in Jerusalem itself (Zech. 14:2). Combatants will have been lured to the battle 

site by demons sent by Satan to assemble the armies of the world to fight the armies of heaven.   (BKC) 

Revelation 19:17-21                       The Feast of the Birds at Armageddon 

Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly 

overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh 

of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and 

great.” 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who 

was sitting on the horse and against his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who 

in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those 

who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest 

were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were 

gorged with their flesh. 

 

…  
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 The armies of earth are no match for the armies from heaven. The sharp sword in Christ’s mouth (v. 15) 

is symbolic of His authoritative word of command that destroys earth’s armies by divine power. Millions 

of men and their horses will be destroyed instantly. In keeping with this, John recorded that he saw an 

angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all flying birds to gather together for the great 

supper of God to eat the carcasses of kings, generals, horsemen, and all people slain by Christ. 

 The beast and his armies will gather to fight against Christ and His army. The outcome of this battle—

referred to in 16:14 as “the battle on the great day of God Almighty”—is summarized in 19:19–21. The 

world rulers—the beast and the false prophet—will both be captured. Their former miraculous 

demonic power will no longer be sufficient to save them. Both of them will be thrown alive into the fiery 

lake of burning sulfur. 
o The wicked who have died throughout the history of the world up to this point are in hades (Luke 

16:23). The fiery lake, a different place, was prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 25:41), 

and will not be occupied by human beings until later (Rev. 20:14–15). 

o The armies themselves will be killed by Christ’s sword (19:21; cf. 1:16; 2:12, 16; 19:15). The 

number of dead will be so great that the vultures will have more than they can eat. The defeat of 

the earth’s wicked will then be complete, and will be finalized as later judgments search out the 

unsaved in other parts of the earth and also kill them (cf. Matt. 25:31–45). 

 The same inspired Word of God which so wonderfully describes the grace of God and the salvation which 

is available to all who believe is equally plain about the judgment of all who reject the grace of God. The 

tendency of liberal interpreters of the Bible to emphasize passages dealing with the love of God and to 

ignore passages dealing with His righteous judgment is completely unjustified. The passages on 

judgment are just as inspired and accurate as those which develop the doctrines of grace and salvation.  

o The Bible is clear that judgment awaits the wicked, and the second coming of Christ is the 

occasion for a worldwide judgment unparalleled in Scripture since the time of Noah’s flood.1 
 

 As John saw heaven open, he saw prophetically Christ’s second coming and the events which will follow 

it. The second coming of Christ is a prominent doctrine in Scripture (Pss. 2:1–9; 24:7–10; 96:10–13; 110; 

Isa. 9:6–7; Jer. 23:1–8; Ezek. 37:15–28; Dan. 2:44–45; 7:13–14; Hosea 3:4–5; Amos 9:11–15; Micah 4:7; 

Zech. 2:10–12; 12; 14:1–9; Matt. 19:28; 24:27–31; 25:6, 31–46; Mark 13:24–27; Luke 12:35–40; 17:24–

37; 18:8; 21:25–28; Acts 1:10–11; 15:16–18; Rom. 11:25–27; 2 Thes. 2:8; 2 Peter 3:3–4; Jude 14–15; 

Rev. 1:7–8; 2:25–28; 16:15; 22:20). So this is obviously a major event in the divine program.  (BKC) 

 

 

 

 

      No Questions last week…… 

                                                           
1 Walvoord, John F. (1985). Revelation. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An 

Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 977). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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Questions for the Tables 

 

1. How does the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb” help you today with your life? 

2. How is Jesus described in Revelation 19:11-16?  What does this reveal about Him? 

3. Discuss why the Christian can rejoice in the destruction of evil?   

4. How are you doing with sharing your faith?   What is helping you?  What is hindering 

you? 

a. Are you praying for anyone’s salvation? 

5. What did you learn today that helped you with your walk with Christ? 

6. Do you have any questions? 

Remaining Schedule  

 

May 3 – Today  Revelation 19 – 2nd Coming of Christ 
May 10  Revelation 20 – Millennial Kingdom 

May 17 Revelation 21 and 22 – New Jerusalem  
May 24 Year End Fellowship Brunch!! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the ESV Study Bible (ESV), the MacArthur Study Bible (MacArthur), the Ryrie Study Bible (Ryrie), the Bible Knowledge 

Commentary – John Walvoord (BKC), the New American Commentary – Paige Patterson (NAC), the Believer’s Study Bible (BSB), 

Revelation 8-22: An Exegetical Commentary – Thomas (Thomas) 


