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Deeper Roots – Lesson 14  - Chapter 18 – Economic/Political Babylon 

  

The Book of Revelation (“apokalupis” – unveil) is important because it is the last inspired book of the Bible 

to be written and is rightly positioned as the New Testament’s final book. As the New Testament opens with the 

four Gospels relating to the first coming of Christ, so the Book of Revelation closes the New Testament with the 

general theme of the second coming of Christ. The Book of Revelation is also the climax of many lines of 

revelation running through both Testaments, and it brings to conclusion the revelation of many prophecies yet 

to be fulfilled.  (BKC) 

 

                                                                                                                     Rev. 19 
                                                                                                                Second Coming                  Rev. 21-22 
                                                                                                                 of Jesus Christ                 New Heavens 
                                                                                                                                                           and New Earth 
 
                                                                Antichrist betrays Israel and sets 
   Glory of Christ                                                     up world rule 
 
  
      
 
                                          Rapture                        7 year Tribulation            1,000 year Millennial  
                                     of the Church                                                              Reign of Jesus on Earth 
                                                                                                                                           Rev. 20 

Rev. 1     Rev. 2-3     Rev. 4-5     Rev. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Revelation 16:19-21                       The Seven Bowl – The Great Earthquake! 

 

The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered 

Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. 20 And every 

island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. 21 And great hailstones, about one 

hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of the 

hail, because the plague was so severe. 
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Revelation 17:1-6               The Great Prostitute – The Religious System of “Babylon” 

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I 

will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters,… 5 And on 
her forehead was written a name of mystery:  

“Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations.” 

1. She is a prostitute 

2. She sits on “many waters” 

3. The kings of the earth are her “illicit lovers” 

4. She rides a seven headed, 10 horned, scarlet beast 

5. She carries a cup filled with abominations 

6. She has a title of mystery 

7. She is identified with “Babylon” 

8. She is dressed in purple and scarlet and is wealthy 

9. She is drunk on the blood of the saints. 

10. She is identified with a great city that rules over all                         

          of the kings of the earth.  

  

Revelation 17:9-14    The Progression of World Powers  

9 This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the 

woman is seated; 10 they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has 

not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while.  

The “Five” Kingdoms that have fallen (1st – 5th)…………………….....…….. The “one is” (6th) 

   
   

Egypt Assyria Babylon Persia Greece Rome 

                           7th and 8th                      

             “Ten King” World Kingdom?              One World Kingdom under the Antichrist 

Regional World 

Government? 

Antichrist’s World 

Kingdom! 
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God’s Judgment on the Antichrist’s Kingdom – The Great City of Babylon    

The Lord God Almighty will have the last word in human history. He will have the last word with 

sinners who blaspheme His holy name. He will have the last word with the kingdoms of this world, the 

kingdoms of men, as well as the kingdom of Satan. And the Bible tells us that in the end of man's day, in the 

end of human history and human rule on the earth, God will bring furious judgment on this world. Promises 

of that judgment are all throughout the Scriptures (Grace to You - MacArthur). 

 

Job 21:30                                               Job                                                                                    

that the evil man is spared in the day of calamity, that he is rescued in the day of wrath?           

 

Psalm 96:13                                         David                                                                                                                       
for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples 

in his faithfulness. 

 

Isaiah 59:17-18                                    Isaiah                                                                            

He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on his head; he put on 

garments of vengeance for clothing, and wrapped himself in zeal as a cloak. 18 According to 

their deeds, so will he repay, wrath to his adversaries, repayment to his enemies; to the 

coastlands he will render repayment.  

 

Daniel 7:26-27                                     Daniel   (actually prophesying about the Antichrist)                                                            

But the court shall sit in judgment, and his dominion shall be taken away, to be consumed 

and destroyed to the end. 27 And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the 

kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most 

High; his kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom… 

 

Matthew 3:11-12                            John the Baptist                                                                                                                        
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, 

whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 

His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat 

into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

Matthew 13:40-42                                 Jesus                                                                      
Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The 

Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin 

and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:8-10                          Paul                                                                                
and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 

heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God 

and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suffer the punishment of 

eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,  

 

2 Peter 2:9                                              Peter                                                                                           
The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under 

punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of 

defiling passion and despise authority. 
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Revelation 18:1-3                      The Fall of Babylon – The Great City is Judged 

After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the 

earth was made bright with his glory. 2 And he called out with a mighty voice, 

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!  She has become a dwelling place for demons, 

a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and 

detestable beast. 3 For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, 

and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth 
have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.” 

 Another angel with authority and glory reaffirms the verdict pronounced in 14:8: Fallen, fallen 

(echoing Isa. 21:9). It is fitting that John views Babylon from a wilderness, for its fall will turn the great 

city into wilderness, inhabited by every unclean spirit, bird, and beast, full of defilement and danger 

(see Isa. 13:21–22). Laments for the destruction of the city with its power and luxurious living will 

soon be heard from earth’s kings (Rev. 18:9–10) and merchants (vv. 11–17). This next section (vv. 4–

24) adds economic sins to the other kinds of sins specified in the rest of the book.  (ESV) 
o Isaiah 21:9 - And behold, here come riders, horsemen in pairs!”  And he answered, “Fallen, fallen is 

Babylon; and all the carved images of her gods he has shattered to the ground.” 
 The question has been raised as to whether or not this is another view of the same destruction mentioned 

in 17:16–17. A comparison of chapters 17 and 18 reveals that these are different events. The woman 

in chapter 17 was associated with the political power but was not the political power itself, and her 

destruction apparently brought no mourning from the earth.  

o By contrast the destruction of Babylon in chapter 18 brings loud lamentation from the earth’s 

political and economic powers. Instead of being destroyed and consumed by the 10 kings, here 

the destruction seems to come from an earthquake, and it is probable that this is an enlarged 

explanation of what was described in 16:19–21. 

 What is pictured here is a large prosperous city, the center of political and economic life. The judgment 

of God makes it a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a haunt for every unclean and 

detestable bird. For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries. This false 

religion is like a drug that drives men to madness. While it brought riches to merchants, it is now doomed 

for destruction. (BKC) 

                 

              Chapter 17 - The Religious System                  Chapter 18 – The Economic/Political System                          

The Political System Destroys the Religious System    God Destroys the Political “City of Babylon” 
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Revelation 18:4-10              The Fall of Babylon – The Kings of the Earth Weep 

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, 

“Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues; 5 for 

her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 6 Pay her back as 

she herself has paid back others, and repay her double for her deeds; mix a double portion for 

her in the cup she mixed.  

7 As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a like measure of torment and 

mourning, since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a queen, I am no widow, and mourning I shall 

never see.’ 8 For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death and mourning and 

famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.” 

 9 And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, 

will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. 10 They will stand far off, 

in fear of her torment, and say, “Alas! Alas! You great city, you mighty city, Babylon! For in a 

single hour your judgment has come.” 

               

 “Come out!”…7 times in Bible…The prophets’ appeals for OT Jews to come out of the cultures in 

which they sojourned as exiles (Isa. 48:20, Isa. 52:11; Jer. 50:8-9, Jer. 51:6–9; Zech. 2:6-7) are equally relevant to 

the NT church in the apostles’ day and today (2 Cor. 6:14–18; 1 John 2:15-17). Churches in Thyatira, 

Laodicea, and elsewhere failed to keep their distance from Babylon’s power-driven, pleasure-crazed 

value system. 

 In perfect equity, God will pay (Babylon) back as she herself has paid back (see Ex. 21:23–25). The 

double portion (see Isa. 40:2; Jer. 16:18) from her own cup is the just retribution that duplicates the 

violence she inflicted on the saints, whose blood she wantonly shed (Rev. 19:2). 

 Babylon’s boast, I sit as a queen, I am no widow, mimics her OT namesake and will be silenced in a 

single day (cf. Isa. 47:7–9 – “I shall be mistress forever”). Her delusion of affluent security also finds a 

chilling parallel in the blind self-reliance of the Laodicean church (Rev. 3:17).  

 Laments from kings, merchants, and mariners who profited from Babylon’s power and prosperity 

provide earthly commentary on the great city’s fall. When her fall comes, her lovers will stand far off, 

in fear and horror; but it will be too late to distance themselves from her fate. Kings will mourn 

Babylon as the mighty city that God judged in a single hour (see vv. 17, 19), suddenly and swiftly, 

when his patience had reached its limit. (ESV)  

While “wealth” is not inherently evil, the Christian needs to understand the “lure” of excess 

and opulent living.  Christ reminds us to lay up “treasures” in heaven – Matt. 6:19-21.  For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Once by water Once by fire 
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Revelation 18:11-14               The Fall of Babylon – The Kings of the Earth Weep 

11 And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo 

anymore, 12 cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all 

kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, 

iron and marble, 13 cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, 
cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls. 

14 “The fruit for which your soul longed has gone from you, and all your delicacies and your 
splendors are lost to you, never to be found again!” 

       

 Merchants too will bemoan the city’s downfall since they will no longer be able to carry on commerce 

with the city. The description in verses 12–13 indicates the great luxury and wealth of the city. This 

obviously refers to an economic and political situation rather than a religious one. The mourning of the 

merchants is similar to that of the kings: [Alas! Alas] Woe! Woe, O great city …! (v. 16) 

 Sea captains … sailors, and others in navigational occupations will lament in similar fashion: Woe! Woe, 

O great city …! (v. 19) All three groups—kings, merchants, and sailors—speak of her destruction as 

sudden: in one hour (vv. 10, 17, 19). As the world mourns the destruction of Babylon, the saints are told 

to rejoice because God has judged her for the way she treated you (v. 20).  (BKC) 

Revelation 18:15-19                   The Fall of Babylon – The Merchants of the Earth Weep 

15 The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her 

torment, weeping and mourning aloud, 16 “Alas, alas, for the great city that was clothed in fine 

linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, with jewels, and with pearls! 17 For in a single 

hour all this wealth has been laid waste.”  

And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off 
18 and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning, “What city was like the great city?” 

19 And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out, “Alas, alas, for the 

great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! For in a single hour she has 

been laid waste. 

 

Future Economic Picture of the World – Capitalism or Communism? 
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Revelation 18:20-24           Heaven Rejoices  

 
20 Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given 

judgment for you against her!” 

21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, 

“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more; 22 

and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, will be heard in you 

no more, and a craftsman of any craft will be found in you no more, and the sound of the mill 

will be heard in you no more, 23 and the light of a lamp will shine in you no more, and the voice 

of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more, for your merchants were the great ones 

of the earth, and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.  

24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on 

earth.” 

 When all in heaven, including its saints and apostles and prophets, are invited to rejoice in God’s 

judgment of Babylon (cf. 12:12), a transition is made from earthly lament to the heavenly celebration. 

 As Jeremiah cast a stone and scroll into the Euphrates to show that ancient Babylon would “sink, to rise 

no more” (Jer. 51:63–64), so a mighty angel threw a great millstone into the sea to illustrate Babylon’s 

fall, to be found no more (see also Ezek. 26:21). 

 The pleasant sights and sounds of everyday life—music, labor, food preparation, lamplight, marital 

love—will be seen and heard no more in Babylon (cf. Jer. 7:34; 25:10). Ordinary cultural activities and 

artifacts, though proper in themselves, become unsustainable when human civilization, having defied the 

Creator, receives his judgment. Babylon’s sorcery (Rev. 21:8) has deceived … all nations, as the false 

prophet’s signs tricked earth dwellers, small and great, into worshiping the beast (13:13–16; 17:8). 

 In Babylon’s fall and the beast’s impending defeat, God will at last avenge the blood of his martyrs—

i.e., of prophets and saints (6:10; 11:8; 17:6)—and of all who have suffered undeserved violence on 

earth (11:18).1 

  

                                                           
1 Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (pp. 2489–2490). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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Jeremiah 51:60-64 

 

Jeremiah wrote in a book all the disaster that should come upon Babylon, all these words that are written 

concerning Babylon. 61 And Jeremiah said to Seraiah: “When you come to Babylon, see that you read all these 

words, 62 and say, ‘O LORD, you have said concerning this place that you will cut it off, so that nothing shall dwell 

in it, neither man nor beast, and it shall be desolate forever.’ 63 When you finish reading this book, tie a stone to 

it and cast it into the midst of the Euphrates, 64 and say, ‘Thus shall Babylon sink, to rise no more, because of 

the disaster that I am bringing upon her, and they shall become exhausted.’” 

 

Where is the future City of Babylon”   (Isaiah 13, 14, 47, 50, 51; Ezekiel 26-27; Jeremiah 50-51) 

 

 The great city is identified with Rome, Babylon, Jerusalem, etc. 

o Per MacArthur, the angel quite clearly and repeatedly refers to Babylon on the Euphrates throughout 

chapters 17-18.   

o Those allusions can be seen by comparing 17:1 with Jeremiah 51:13; (live by many waters) 

 17:2-4 with Jeremiah 51:7; (made the whole world drunk – golden cup) 

 18:7 with Isaiah 47:5;  (boasting as the eternal queen) 

 18:2 with Isaiah 13:21 and Jeremiah 51:8;  (haunt for animals) 

 18:4 with Jeremiah 50:8 and 51:6, 45; (flee from Babylon) 

 18:5 with Jeremiah 51:9; (her judgment reaches heaven) 

 18:6 with Jeremiah 50:15 and 51:24; (repay her as she treated others) 

 18:21 with Jeremiah 51:63-64.  (stone with scroll/millstone thrown into the Euphrates/Sea) 

 The description of Babylon’s destruction also suggests that an actual city is in view.  Thus, 

a rebuilt city of Babylon will be closely identified with the Antichrist’s world empire, 

perhaps as its capital.  The OT’s predictions of Babylon’s total destruction (Is. 13:1-14:27; 

Jere. 50-51) also favor identifying the great city with Babylon on the Euphrates.  The 

detailed descriptions those passages give of Babylon’s destruction was only partially 

fulfilled when the Medes and Persians sacked the ancient city of Babylon.   

o Per Henry, the great city…Babylon will be permanently destroyed… 

 The destruction will take place in the time that the stars and sun are darkened (Is. 13:1, 9). 

 It will become desolate like Sodom and Gomorrah, burned completely with no remains (Is. 13:19, 

Jer. 50:40) 

 It shall become desolate forever, with neither man nor beast entering it (Is. 13:20, Jer. 51:62) 

 It will be a time of judgment for Babylon and all nations (Is. 13:11-13, Jer. 51:49). 

 Its destruction will be followed by universal rest and peace (Is. 14:7-8). 

 Its destruction is directly associated with the casting of Lucifer into Sheol (Is. 14:12-15). 

 Babylon’s stones will never be used in future construction elsewhere, whereas the present-day 

ruins of Babylon have been frequently plundered and reused in later construction (Jer. 51:26).  The 

Revelation Record, p. 348 

 

             ROME?                          BABYLON?                      JERUSALEM?                        TOLEDO? 

 

… … …  
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Questions from the Tables  

 

 

What will happen to children during the Rapture?  Tribulation? 

MacArthur states his personal belief is that in the rapture every child that is too 

young to have made a conscience, willful, rebellious, sinful rejection of Jesus 

Christ will be taken to be with the Lord. I believe that it would be just the same if 

a little child died before he reached that age; he would instantly go to be with the 

Lord. David’s little boy died (2 Samuel 12:23), he says, "He cannot come to me 

but I shall go to him." He knew where he was; he knew he was in the presence of 

God. I believe when the rapture happens all the little kids that are under the age 

where they made a conscience, willful, sinful, rebellion against God, where they 

willfully turned their back on him, I believe the Lord will just take them right with 

us. You say do you believe that about the children of the unsaved parents? Yes, 

that’s just my personal opinion cause the Bible doesn’t say. But, if Jesus said, "If 

anybody offends one of these little ones, it would be better for him..." what?  

"That a millstone were hanged around his neck and he would drown in the sea 

(Matt. 18:6).  He said if anyone offends one of these MY little ones." I think he 

possesses them. I think they belong to him, and I think they will go in the rapture. 

Now those who have grown past the age where, or to the age where they have 

made a decision, I think if that decision has been against Christ, or if they have 

never come to know Christ, they’ll be left in the rapture, and perhaps in the grace 

of God, be a part of the great revival that occurs after the rapture, in coming to the 

Lord Jesus Christ. But that’s the best we can do with that question. Any 

unregenerate children, who are old enough to have made that decision, and I don’t 

know where that age level is, but God does, will be left as anyone else would who 

refused Christ, hopefully to open their heart to Christ during the tribulation. 

 

Questions for the Tables 

 

1. Read 1 Timothy 6:10.   Why is this verse true?  How does a Christian protect themselves from the love 

of money? 

2. Read James 1:27.  How does this help us from being influenced by the love of money? 

3. How are you doing with sharing your faith?   What is helping you?  What is hindering you? 

4. What did you learn today that helped you with your walk with Christ? 

5. Do you have any questions? 

Remaining Schedule  

 

April 26   (GMF)  Today!   Revelation 18 – Economic Babylon 

May 3 Revelation 19 – 2nd Coming of Christ 

May 10  Revelation 20 – Millennial Kingdom 

May 17 Revelation 21 and 22 – New Jerusalem  

May 24 Year End Fellowship Brunch!! 
 

    … 
Thanks to the ESV Study Bible (ESV), the MacArthur Study Bible (MacArthur), the Ryrie Study Bible (Ryrie), the 

Bible Knowledge Commentary – John Walvoord (BKC), the New American Commentary – Paige Patterson (NAC), 

the Believer’s Study Bible (BSB), Revelation 8-22: An Exegetical Commentary – Thomas (Thomas) 

 

Grace to You 

John MacArthur 

http://www.gty.org/

resources/questions

/QA206/what-

happens-to-

children-during-and-

after-the-rapture 


