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Deeper Roots - Lesson 13 – Revelation 17 – Religious Babylon  

 

The Book of Revelation (“apokalupis” – unveil) is important because it is the last inspired book of the Bible 

to be written and is rightly positioned as the New Testament’s final book. As the New Testament opens with the 

four Gospels relating to the first coming of Christ, so the Book of Revelation closes the New Testament with the 

general theme of the second coming of Christ. The Book of Revelation is also the climax of many lines of 

revelation running through both Testaments, and it brings to conclusion the revelation of many prophecies yet 

to be fulfilled.  (BKC) 

 
                                                                                                                Second Coming  
                                                                                                                 of Jesus Christ  Rev. 19      New Heavens 
                                                                                                                                                               and New Earth  
                                                                                                                                                                       Rev. 21-22 

                                                               Antichrist betrays Israel and sets 
   Glory of Christ                                             up world self-rule 
 
  
      
 
                                          Rapture                        7 year Tribulation            1,000 year Millennial  
                                     of the Church                                                              Reign of Jesus on Earth  Rev. 20 
 

Rev. 1     Rev. 2-3     Rev. 4-5     Rev. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 

 

   

         

Eternity 

Church in 

Heaven  

  

Messages to 

the 7 

Churches 

The “Bowl” judgments came 

“all at once” at the end of the 

tribulation with great fury.  

There was no time left for the 

unrepentant.  They had rejected 

God’s numerous calls to 

salvation. 

 Revelation 11:15-19 

Then the seventh angel 

blew his trumpet, and 

there were loud voices 

in heaven,…  
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Revelation 16:1-21                               The Seven Bowls of God's Wrath 

 

       
Harmful 
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Darkness 

Cursed God 

Armageddon 

Demonic Pull 

Earthquake 

100 lb. Hail 

Revelation 17 – The Religious System of the Antichrist – “Babylon the Great” 

Per MacArthur, into humankind’s spiritual vacuum steps Satan, “the father of lies” (John 8:44) and his demon 

hosts, disguised as angels of light (2 Cor. 11:14-15) and purveying “doctrines of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1).  Playing on 

people’s religious bent, they energize religious deception. False religion’s powerful appeal comes from its promise to 

satisfy man’s longing for the spiritual realm without bringing him under God’s authority.  In their rebellion against 

the true God, and because of their love of sin, fallen people willingly turn to these damning satanic religions.  But 

wonderfully, graciously, mercifully, though people no longer seek God, God still seeks humankind.  Indeed, it was to 

“seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10) that Jesus came into the world.  Since false religion is so much a part 

of [our current] fallen world, it is no surprise that it will play a major role in the end times.  [As we will see in today’s 

readings,] during the Tribulation, all the world’s diverse false religions will be reunited into one great world religion.  

Politics, economics, military actions cannot unite the diversity of the world.  The differences     of humankind can only be 

united through “religion.”  Today, we will see the future world religion that God will be                   judging!   

 

      
Christianity Islam Unaffiliated Hinduism Buddhism Judaism 

2.17 Billion 1.60 Billion 1.13 Billion 1.03 Billion 487 Million 14 Million 
Pew Research - 2010 

Revelation 17:1-6      The Great Prostitute – The Religious System of “Babylon”    

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you 

the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth have 

committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become 

drunk.” 3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast 

that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was arrayed in 

purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of 

abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. 5 And on her forehead was written a name of 

mystery:  

    (Mystery – KJV) “Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations.” 

 6 And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.  When I 

saw her, I marveled greatly.   

 Because of humankind’s sin, the God-shaped vacuum in a person’s heart will be filled with the worship of “anything” 

because people are “incurable” worshipers.   Christ is the only person who can fill that void.   

Romans 1:18-23; Romans 2:14-15 
Harlotry = Idolatry 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img.webmd.com/dtmcms/live/webmd/consumer_assets/site_images/articles/health_tools/childhood_skin_problems_slideshow/phototake_chickenpox_skin_lesions.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.webmd.com/children/ss/slideshow-common-childhood-skin-problems&h=335&w=493&tbnid=9HcJioNVsf7OVM:&zoom=1&docid=RsoAYtkPPEui7M&ei=oW5nVfX9D8vtsAWo0oDQDg&tbm=isch&ved=0CCIQMygeMB44ZA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/images/vicki.loe/Katrina.dead_.fish_.jpg&imgrefurl=http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/multimedia/images/injured-animals-and-habitat&h=1712&w=2288&tbnid=Xnuydj7y7i490M:&zoom=1&docid=EBt1zh4_kPbqHM&ei=MG9nVYyDN8bZsAWIyIDwDQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CGgQMyhEMEQ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://ferrelljenkins.wordpress.com/2008/03/17/the-valley-of-jezreel-from-murakah/&ei=SnZnVa_CGIGisAWOkoCQDw&v6u=https://s-v6exp1-ds.metric.gstatic.com/gen_204?ip%3D173.10.55.169%26ts%3D1432842314759452%26auth%3Dcykk5eezi5kukfojkzl2showh2g4nbxi%26rndm%3D0.6099221502318315&v6s=2&v6t=1540573&bvm=bv.93990622,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNGbklFS_M0_klHPVjId7Z4GhDBvTA&ust=1432930143759331
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.eborg2.com/Revelation/Rev06/Earthquake Poster.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.eborg2.com/Revelation/0-Rev11.htm&h=441&w=365&tbnid=j5fY5rzw7PkGeM:&zoom=1&docid=keVILHqYYbrD6M&ei=SnpnVf33Ecq3sAW9qoKYAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CGQQMyhAMEA
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Identification of the Prostitute of Babylon  (Describes what God will Judge/Destroy) 

1. She is a prostitute – the “mother’ of all idolatry 

2. She sits on “many waters” 

3. The kings of the earth are her “illicit lovers” 

4. She rides a seven headed, 10 horned, scarlet beast 

5. She carries a cup filled with abominations 

6. She is identified with “Babylon” 

7. She is dressed in purple and scarlet and is wealthy 

8. She is drunk on the blood of the saints. 

9. She is identified with a great city that rules over all                         

          of the kings of the earth.  

  

 

 

RELIGIOUS BABYLON DESTROYED (CHAP. 17) 

 This angel invited John to witness the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters. 

This evil woman symbolizes the religious system of Babylon, and the waters symbolize “peoples, 

multitudes, nations, and languages” (v. 15). The angel informed John that the kings of the earth had 

committed adultery with the woman; in other words, they had become a part of the religious system 

which she symbolized (cf. 14:8).  (BKC)  

o Note:  The Bible uses “sexual immorality” many times to symbolize “spiritual infidelity.” 

 wilderness. A place of spiritual protection (cf. 12:6, 14) but also physical deprivation, where John could 

see through Babylon’s surface beauty to her underlying ugliness. The beast of ch. 13 is now a scarlet 

beast on which the woman sits. Some understand this to be the Antichrist, who supports Babylon.  (ESV) 

 John was then taken in the Spirit (or better, “in [his] spirit,” i.e., in a vision, not bodily; cf. 1:10; 4:2) to 

a desert where he saw the woman herself. She was sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with 

blasphemous names. The beast had 7 heads and 10 horns. The beast is an obvious reference to the 

world government (13:1). The 10 horns are later defined (17:12) as 10 kings who had “not yet received a 

kingdom.” (BKC) 

 In her hand the woman held a golden cup … filled with abominable things and the filth of her 

adulteries. This confirms previous indications that her character and life are symbolic of false religion, 

confirmed by the words written on her forehead: BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  (BKC) 

 The woman symbolizing the apostate religious system, was drunk with the blood of the saints. This 

makes it clear that the apostate religious system of the first half of the last seven years leading up to 

Christ’s second coming will be completely devoid of any true Christians. As a matter of fact the apostate 

church will attempt to kill all those who follow the true faith.   (BKC) 

 Per the NAC, the prostitute is called “Babylon the great,” linking her directly to the circumstances 

associated with the development of the substituted anthropocentric faith of ancient Babylon as recorded 

in Genesis 10-11.  The construction of the “Tower of Babel” was not a clever story like Jack and the 

Beanstalk, whereby a tower enables humans to climb into the heavens.  The ancients were far more 

Jeremiah 3:6  “Have you seen what she did, that faithless one, Israel, how she went up on every high hill and under every 

green tree, and there played the whore? 7 And I thought, ‘After she has done all this she will return to me,’ but she did not 

return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8 She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, I had sent her 

away with a decree of divorce. Yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the whore. 
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sophisticated than that.  What does seem to be in view is the establishment of a religion with a central 

temple and that religion is in contradistinction to the revealed faith of God.   

o The NAC continues regarding John’s amazement…the strong imagery converging the ideas of 

deceit and wickedness may suggest a religious system purporting to represent the true God while 

actually doing the work of Satan. (an interesting point of view)  

 

                   

 

 

Revelation 17:7-8                                  The Mystery Revealed    

7 But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman, and of 

the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her. 8 The beast that you saw was, and is 

not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the dwellers on 

earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world 
will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come.   

    

 

 The angel explained the meaning of the woman and of the beast she was riding. The beast … will 

come up out of the Abyss, the home of Satan (11:7) and the place from which demons come (9:1–2, 

Ziggurat – “Tower of 

Babel” 

Fatal Injury – Rev. 13:3, 12               

“was, and is not, and is about to rise.” 

Whose names have not been written in 

the Book of Life – They will marvel! 

Daniel 2    “Toes” = 10 Kings? 

Genesis 11:1-8 – The Tower of Babel – 

Rebellion against God – Nimrod an early AC? 

Temple 

marked by 

the sign of 

the Zodiac 

Israel: adultery    Pagan Nations: harlotry     

Pagan nations never knew the true God!  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b1/Gunshot_skull.jpg&imgrefurl=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballistic_trauma&h=837&w=1200&tbnid=Ct7MM3BL2nNt1M:&zoom=1&docid=wk4sEC-BtW11sM&ei=5q2JVbrtHIO8sAWky53oCA&tbm=isch&ved=0CHgQMyhUMFQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.dailyencouragement.net/archives/2012-03-28.htm&ei=pa6JVdGsGcimNunBksAH&bvm=bv.96339352,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGGPBKdn7FNSSDqYFhJ46aNwhqgVw&ust=1435172851662922
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11). This indicates that the power behind the ruler is satanic (cf. 13:4) and that Satan and the man he 

controls are closely identified. Their power is one. (BKC) 

 The fact that the beast was, now is not, and will come up in the future is another indication of what was 

introduced in 13:3. The supernatural survival and revival of both the world ruler and his empire 

will impress the world as being supernatural and will lead to worship of the beast and Satan.   (BKC) 

Revelation 17:9-14    The Progression of World Powers  

9 This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the 

woman is seated; 10 they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has 

not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while. 11 As for the beast that 

was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction. 12 And the 

ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they are to 

receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. 13 These are of one mind, and 

they hand over their power and authority to the beast. 14 They will make war on the Lamb, and 

the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings [Deut. 10:17], and those with 
him are called and chosen and faithful.” 

The “Five” Kingdoms that have fallen (1st – 5th)…………………….....…….. The “one is” (6th) 

   
   

Egypt - 1 Assyria - 2 Babylon - 3 Persia - 4 Greece - 5 Rome - 6 

              7th and 8th        

             “Ten Kings” - World Kingdom?              One World Kingdom under the Antichrist 

             “The Other has not yet come”                               “The eighth king that belongs to the seven” 

 17:9–11 Rome, which then had “dominion over the kings of the earth” (v. 18), rests on seven mountains. In 

prophetic imagery, mountains symbolize the seat of power (Jer. 51:24–25; Dan. 2:35, 44–45). The beast’s seven 

heads, symbolizing both mountains and kings, show its power over earth-dwellers whose names are not in the 

book of life. Efforts to identify in history the five … fallen kings (or kingdoms), the sixth (current) king, a 

seventh (future) king who would reign briefly, and the eighth that belongs to the seven have yielded conflicting 

Regional World 

Government? 

Daniel Chapter 7 Kingdoms (traditional interpretation) 

Antichrist’s World Kingdom! 

Satan will no longer be 

divided. 

Mountains = Power, Rule – World Power = Kingdoms opposed to God and His people  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://thesoftmanias.blogspot.com/2011/07/ancient-middle-eastern-art-pt-2.html&ei=cbGJVerPA8PAggS47pC4Ag&bvm=bv.96339352,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGTETDwdYewsl36tRkade0kH6Afyw&ust=1435173605600889
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.iglesiadediosgt.org/site/ensenanzas-/bosquejos&ei=CrKJVejVDoGoNtjFjKgM&bvm=bv.96339352,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNF1t4hSV3Mdkjqf9pvrdzl-TQNJ1w&ust=1435173752146836
http://conspiracywiki.com/images/article/images/club-of-rome-10-kingdoms.jpg
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conclusions (proposals include several Roman emperors, several world empires, or simply numerical symbols 

standing for all worldly kingdoms that culminate in the beast).  (ESV) 

 I concur with the Believer’s Study Bible and the NAC.  Since “fallen” is language more appropriate for kingdoms 

than for emperors, the best solution is probably to see the five fallen kings of kingdoms as Egypt, Assyria, 

Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece.  The sixth kingdom (“one is”) is the Rome of John’s day.  The last or seventh 

(“the other has not yet come”) is the revived form of the Roman empire first in its diversified form of ten 

kingdoms, eventually yielding to the eighth and final form in the beast. (BSB) 

o Per Thomas, the first five kingdoms of the past are the ones that persecuted God’s people.   

 Egypt – Ezekiel 39-30 

 Assyria (Nineveh) – Nahum 3:1-19 

 Babylon – Isaiah 21:9, Jeremiah 50-51 

 Persia – Daniel 10:13, 11:2 

 Greece – Daniel 11:3-4 

 Per the NAC, verse 12 identifies the 10 horns as being 10 kings who have not yet received a kingdom but who 

will for the short duration of one hour receive authority as kings along with the beast.  They are apparently part of 

a final confederation of kingdoms, the precise identities of which are impossible to determine based upon the 

Scriptures. 

o Some dispensationalists identify these 10 horns with political entities represented by the 10 toes of the 

image in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Dan. 2:41–42) and the “ten horns” on the fourth beast that Daniel saw 

rising from the sea (Dan. 7:7, 20, 24). (ESV) 

o The fact that they reign for only an hour is to indicate that they have a relatively short reign.   

 chosen…per the NAC, the doctrine of election in Holy Scriptures is referenced repeatedly in one way or another.  

That God has acted to choose some to salvation is beyond dispute for anyone who takes the Scriptures to be the 

infallible Word of God.  However, exactly what this means and how it is to be understood in view of the 

responsibility assigned to humans to respond to God in the ways mandated by Scripture is beyond present 

human comprehension.   

o I affirm the NAC position, God calls people to salvation (election) and requires individual belief from 

each person (free will).  Election is taught to encourage the believer, not to promote fatalism.   

Revelation 17:15-18 

15 And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are 

peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. 16 And the ten horns that you saw, they and 

the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh 

and burn her up with fire, 17 for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by 

being of one mind and handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are 

fulfilled. 18 And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the 
earth.” 

 

 17:15. Verse 1 stated that the woman “sits on many waters.” These waters are now interpreted as peoples, 

multitudes, nations, and languages. This indicates that there will be one ecumenical world religious system, 

embracing all nations and languages. (BKC) 
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 17:16–18. The chapter closes with the dramatic destruction of the woman. The beast (the world ruler, the Antichrist) 

and the 10 horns (10 kings) will hate the prostitute and will bring her to ruin. While the exact time of this event 

is not given in this passage, it would seem to occur at the midpoint of the seven years when the beast will assume 

the role of world dictator by proclamation (Dan. 9:27; Matt. 24:15).   (BKC) 

o When the [antichrist] takes on worldwide political power, he will also assume the place of God and demand 

that everyone worship him or else be killed (cf. Dan. 11:36–38; 2 Thes. 2:4; Rev. 13:8, 15). The world 

church movement, which characterizes the first half of the seven years leading up to the Second Coming, 

is thus brought to an abrupt end. It will be replaced by the final form of world religion which will be the 

worship of the world ruler, Satan’s substitute for Christ.  (BKC) 

 This is part of God’s sovereign purpose to bring evil leaders into judgment, For God has put it into their hearts 

to accomplish His purpose by agreeing to give the beast their power to rule, until God’s words are fulfilled.  
(BKC) 

 The final description of the woman is given in 17:18: The woman you saw is the great city that rules over the 

kings of the earth. The reference to the woman as a city is another link with ancient Babylon, this time regarded 

as a religious center for false religion. The apostate church represented by the woman was a combination of 

religious and political power. As stated in verse 5, the city and the woman are a “mystery,” and are therefore a 

symbolic presentation. Verse 18, however, introduces the next chapter which seems to refer to Babylon more as a 

literal city than as a religious entity.  (BKC) 

 Per Ryrie, the political power headed by the Antichrist will overthrow the false church/world religious organization 

(probably at the midpoint of the Tribulation – 3.5 year point)   

 The great city is identified with Rome, Babylon, Jerusalem, etc. 

o Per MacArthur, the angel quite clearly and repeatedly refers to Babylon on the Euphrates throughout 

chapters 17-18.   

o Those allusions can be seen by comparing 17:1 with Jeremiah 51:13; (live by many waters) 

 17:2-4 with Jeremiah 51:7; (made the whole world drunk – golden cup) 

 18:7 with Isaiah 47:5;  (boasting as the eternal queen) 

 18:2 with Isaiah 13:21 and Jeremiah 51:8;  (haunt for animals) 

 18:4 with Jeremiah 50:8 and 51:6, 45; (flee from Babylon) 

 18:5 with Jeremiah 51:9; (her judgment reaches heaven) 

 18:6 with Jeremiah 50:15 and 51:24; (repay her as she treated others) 

 18:21 with Jeremiah 51:63-64.  (stone with scroll/millstone thrown into the Euphrates/Sea) 

 The description of Babylon’s destruction also suggests that an actual city is in view.  Thus, 

a rebuilt city of Babylon will be closely identified with the Antichrist’s world empire, 

perhaps as its capital.  The OT’s predictions of Babylon’s total destruction (Is. 13:1-14:27; 

Jere. 50-51) also favor identifying the great city with Babylon on the Euphrates.  The 

detailed descriptions those passages give of Babylon’s destruction was only partially 

fulfilled when the Medes and Persians sacked the ancient city of Babylon.   

o Per Henry, the great city…Babylon will be permanently destroyed… 

 The destruction will take place in the time that the stars and sun are darkened (Is. 13:1, 9). 

 It will become desolate like Sodom and Gomorrah, burned completely with no remains (Is. 13:19, 

Jer. 50:40) 

 It shall become desolate forever, with neither man nor beast entering it (Is. 13:20, Jer. 51:62) 

 It will be a time of judgment for Babylon and all nations (Is. 13:11-13, Jer. 51:49). 

 Its destruction will be followed by universal rest and peace (Is. 14:7-8). 

 Its destruction is directly associated with the casting of Lucifer into Sheol (Is. 14:12-15). 

 Babylon’s stones will never be used in future construction elsewhere, whereas the present-day 

ruins of Babylon have been frequently plundered and reused in later construction (Jer. 51:26).  The 

Revelation Record, p. 348 
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Addendum – “Babylon” as a reference of false religion   

The Bible is full of information about Babylon as the source of false religion, the record beginning with the 

building of the tower of Babel (Gen. 10–11). The name “Babel” suggests “confusion” (Gen. 11:9). Later the 

name was applied to the city of Babylon which itself has a long history dating back to as early as 3,000 years 

before Christ. One of its famous rulers was Hammurabi (1728–1686 B.C.). After a period of decline Babylon 

again rose to great heights under Nebuchadnezzar about 600 years before Christ. Nebuchadnezzar’s reign (605–

562 B.C.) and the subsequent history of Babylon is the background of the Book of Daniel. 

Babylon was important not only politically but also religiously. Nimrod, who founded Babylon (Gen. 10:8–

12), had a wife known as Semiramis who founded the secret religious rites of the Babylonian mysteries, according 

to accounts outside the Bible. Semiramis had a son with an alleged miraculous conception who was given the 

name Tammuz and in effect was a false fulfillment of the promise of the seed of the woman given to Eve (Gen. 

3:15). 

Various religious practices were observed in connection with this false Babylonian religion, including 

recognition of the mother and child as God and of creating an order of virgins who became religious prostitutes. 

Tammuz, according to the tradition, was killed by a wild animal and then restored to life, a satanic anticipation 

and counterfeit of Christ’s resurrection. Scripture condemns this false religion repeatedly (Jer. 7:18; 44:17–19, 

25; Ezek. 8:14). The worship of Baal is related to the worship of Tammuz. 

After the Persians took over Babylon in 539 B.C., they discouraged the continuation of the mystery religions 

of Babylon. Subsequently the Babylonian cultists moved to Pergamum (or Pergamos) where one of the seven 

churches of Asia Minor was located (cf. Rev. 2:12–17). Crowns in the shape of a fish head were worn by the chief 

priests of the Babylonian cult to honor the fish god. The crowns bore the words “Keeper of the Bridge,” symbolic 

of the “bridge” between man and Satan. This handle was adopted by the Roman emperors, who used the Latin 

title Pontifex Maximus, which means “Major Keeper of the Bridge.” And the same title was later used by the 

bishop of Rome. The pope today is often called the pontiff, which comes from pontifex. When the teachers of the 

Babylonian mystery religions later moved from Pergamum to Rome, they were influential in paganizing 

Christianity and were the source of many so-called religious rites which have crept into ritualistic churches. 

Babylon then is the symbol of apostasy and blasphemous substitution of idol-worship for the worship of God in 

Christ. In this passage Babylon comes to its final judgment.  (BKC) 

 

Per MacArthur, on the top of these ziggurats, pagan priests placed the sign of the zodiac which they used to 

chart the stars.  Through their observations of the stars, the priests supposedly gained spiritual insights and 

knowledge of the future.  Such blatant, defiant rebellion against God is incredible on the part of those to whom 

the Flood was a recent event.  In fact, Nimrod, the apparent leader of the plot, was Noah’s great-grandson.  Genesis 

describes him as a mighty hunter before the Lord (Gen 10:9).  The beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech 

and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.  From that land he went forth into Assyria, and built Nineveh and 

Rehoboth-Ir and Calah, and Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city (Gen. 10:10-12).  This proud, 

arrogant leader (name means “to rebel”) foreshadowed the antichrist.  God judgmentally scattered those proud 

rebels from Babel (Gen 11:8) and they took their false religion around the world.  In spite of the scattering, 

Babylon remained an idolatrous center of false worship.  At one point in the city’s sordid history, it contained no 

less than 180 shrines dedicated to the goddess Ishtar.  Even some of the Israelites were caught up in the idolatrous 

worship of Ishtar, one of whose titles was “Queen of Heaven” (Jer. 44:15-27, Ezekiel 8:14).   
 

 

Noah Ham Cush 

(Ethiopia) 

Nimrod – Great Grandson of Noah!  Do you think he knew of the Flood?   Seventy nations 

were formed out of the judgment at Babel.  They took their false religion with them!  By the way, 

Noah’s father Lamech was 56 years old when ADAM died! 
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Genesis 11:4-9  “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a 

name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5 And the LORD came down to see the 

city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6 And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and 

they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to 

do will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may 

not understand one another's speech.” 8 So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and 

they left off building the city. 9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the 

language of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth. 
 

Question from the Table 

 

 

 

Once we get to heaven, will the Holy Spirit continue to indwell the believer? 

 

   The Bible is silent on this issue.  I believe, however, that the believer will no 

longer need the “indwelling power” of the Holy Spirit in their life once they reach 

heaven. The Christian will be in the presence of Almighty God and separated from 

the evils of Satan.  Initially before the Rapture, the believer’s spirit will be heaven 

apart from the body.  Therefore, I don’t see the Holy Spirit “indwelling” our spirit.  

Eventually, we will receive our glorified bodies that are “like” Christ’s.  I don’t 

think there will be a need for the Holy Spirit to “indwell” a perfectly glorified body.   

 

Questions for the Tables 

 

1. Do you think the world culture is getting more religious? …less religious? 

2. Read Romans 1:18-23 and Romans 2:14-15.  What do these verses say about humankind’s knowledge of 

God?  (Are people unaware of God or do they “know” about God somehow?) 

3. How are you doing with sharing your faith?   What is helping you?  What is hindering you? 

4. What did you learn today that helped you with your walk with Christ? 

5. Do you have any questions? 

Remaining Schedule  

 

April 19  -  Today!   Revelation 17 – Religious Babylon 

April 26   (GMF) Revelation 18 – Political/Economic Babylon 

May 3 Revelation 19 – 2nd Coming of Christ 

May 10  Revelation 20 – Millennial Kingdom 

May 17 Revelation 21 and 22 – New Jerusalem  

May 24 Fellowship Party!   
 

J.King – Deeper Roots -  Thanks to the ESV Study Bible (ESV), The MacArthur NT Commentary on Revelation (MacArthur), the Ryrie Study Bible 

(Ryrie), New American Commentary – Revelation by Paige Patterson (Patterson, NAC), New International Greek Testament Commentary – 

Revelation by Beale (Beale), Revelation by Mounce (Mounce), and the Bible Knowledge Commentary – Walvoord (BKC),  Revelation 8-22: An 
Exegetical Commentary – Thomas (Thomas), The Revelation Record – Henry (Henry), Baker Exegetical Commentary on Revelation – Osbourne 

(Osbourne) 
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