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Deeper Roots – Lesson 12 – Revelation 15 and 16 – The Bowl Judgments  

 

The Book of Revelation (“apokalupis” – unveil) is important because it is the last inspired book of the Bible 

to be written and is rightly positioned as the New Testament’s final book. As the New Testament opens with the 

four Gospels relating to the first coming of Christ, so the Book of Revelation closes the New Testament with the 

general theme of the second coming of Christ. The Book of Revelation is also the climax of many lines of 

revelation running through both Testaments, and it brings to conclusion the revelation of many prophecies yet 

to be fulfilled.  (BKC) 

 
                                                                                                                Second Coming  
                                                                                                                 of Jesus Christ  Rev. 19      New Heavens 
                                                                                                                                                               and New Earth  
                                                                                                                                                                       Rev. 21-22 

                                                               Antichrist betrays Israel and sets 
   Glory of Christ                                             up world self-rule 
 
  
      
 
                                          Rapture                        7 year Tribulation            1,000 year Millennial  
                                     of the Church                                                              Reign of Jesus on Earth  Rev. 20 
 

Rev. 1     Rev. 2-3     Rev. 4-5     Rev. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 

 

   

         

Eternity 

Church in 

Heaven  

  

Messages to 

the 7 

Churches 

The “Bowl” judgments will 

come “all at once” at the end of 

the tribulation with great fury.  

There is no time left for the 

unrepentant.  They have rejected 

God’s numerous calls to 

salvation. 

 Revelation 11:15-19 

Then the seventh angel 

blew his trumpet, and 

there were loud voices 

in heaven,…  
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The seven great personages of the end times (chaps. 12–15)   -   The Interlude 

Though the seventh trumpet was recorded in 11:15 as sounding, the details of what will come out of the 7th 

trumpet are not revealed until chapter 16. Accordingly chapters 12–15 view the prophecies of the end time from 

another perspective and introduce persons who are involved in the 2nd half of the 7-year period...  (BKC)  

 

     
  

Israel Satan Christ Michael Offspring Antichrist False Prophet 

Revelation 14:1-5                                  The Lamb and the 144,000 

Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who 

had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads…These have been redeemed 

from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in their mouth no lie was found, for 
they are blameless.      

 Revelation 14:6-13                                         The Messages of the Three Angels 

 

6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal 

gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe 

and language and people. 7 And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God 

and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and 

worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of 

water.” 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

8 Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon 

the great, she who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her 

sexual immorality.” 

 

9 And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone 

worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 
10 he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his 

anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy 

angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment goes up 

forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast 

and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.” 
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Revelation 14:14-20                           The Harvest of the Earth 

17 Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle….19 So the angel 

swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth and threw it into the great 

winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the 

winepress, as high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia.           

 
                                     
 
 

 

 

 

Revelation 15:1-14                        The Seven Angels with Seven Bowls of Plagues 

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, 
which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. 

2 And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who had 

conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass 

with harps of God in their hands. 3 And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the 
song of the Lamb, saying, 

“Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! 

Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations! 
4 Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? 

For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship you, 
for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

5 After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened, 6 and out of 

the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with 

golden sashes around their chests. 7 And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven 

angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever, 8 and the 

sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could 

enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished. 
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 another sign in heaven…these angels signify another turning point in the war between Christ and 

Satan: the completion of God’s triumph in the destruction of his enemies. (ESV) 

 Greek - Πληγή (plagay) – Plagues…a sudden calamity that causes severe distress, blow in the sense 

‘a blow of fate’  (BDAG).   These will be powerful, deadly blows that will strike the world with killing 

impact (MacArthur).  

 which are the last…infers chronological order of the three main judgments of Revelation. 

 Per MacArthur, this tremendous outpouring of God’s final judgmental fury was actually anticipated 

earlier in Revelation.  It is the culmination of the “great day of wrath,” (6:17), the “third woe,” (11:14), 

the “time of destruction,” (11:18), the unmixed wine of God’s wrath (14:10), the final reaping of the 

earth (14:14-16), and the final trampling of the grapes of God’s wrath (14:17-20).   

 The harps of God and the song of the Lamb suggest to some that this choir is the same as the 144,000 

(the redeemed people of God) who appeared with the Lamb before God’s throne (7:9–12; 14:1–3). 

Others see them as those converted and perhaps martyred during the great tribulation (me).  

o They conquered the beast by holding fast to their faith even when threatened with death. (ESV)  

 The victorious saints sang with harps the song of Moses … and the song of the Lamb. These may be 

two separate songs, the first referring to God’s faithfulness to Israel and the second referring to their 

present situation in the Great Tribulation.  

o Some, like Walter Scott, refer the song of Moses to Exodus 15 where Israel triumphed over the 

Egyptians (Exposition of Revelation, p. 315).  

o Others, such as J.B. Smith, suggest that this is the song of Deuteronomy 32, which gives a 

comprehensive review of God’s faithfulness to Israel (A Revelation of Jesus Christ, pp. 224–25). 

In this song in Revelation 15:3–4 God is praised for His great deeds, justice, truth (cf. 16:7), 

glory, and holiness (see 4:8 for a chart of the 14 doxologies in Rev.). Then a prediction is made 

that all the nations will worship God. 

o This description of praise to God and prediction of universal worship is in keeping with many 

other Scriptures and relates, of course, to the second coming of Christ and worship of God by the 

entire world in the millennial kingdom (Pss. 2:8–9; 24:1–10; 66:1–4; 72:8–11; 86:9; Isa. 2:2–4; 

9:6–7; 66:18–23; Jer. 10:7; Dan. 7:14; Zeph. 2:11; Zech. 14:9). The awful hour of wickedness and 

blasphemy against God, which will characterize the period leading up to the Second Coming, will 

be followed by a full vindication of God’s judgment and holiness in the next period.  (BKC) 

 Per the ESV’s view, The song of Moses, celebrating Israel’s exodus from Egypt (Ex. 15:1–18), is fulfilled 

in the song of the Lamb, which tells of a greater redemption of a new kingdom of priests (Rev. 5:9–10)   

o A later song of Moses extolled the Lord whose ways are just (Deut. 32:1–43; esp. v. 4). In 

keeping with the angel’s eternal gospel (Rev. 14:7), the King of the nations will be feared, 

glorified, and worshiped by all nations (Ps. 86:9; Jer. 10:7) for his righteous acts of judgment 

(Ps. 98:2). (ESV) 

 Per John Philips – Exploring Revelation p. 187, The song of Moses was sung at the Red Sea, the song of 

the Lamb is sung at the crystal sea; the song of Moses was a song of triumph over Egypt, the song of 

the Lamb is a song of triumph over Babylon; the song of Moses told how God brought His people out; 

the song of the Lamb tells how God brings his people in; the song of Moses was the first song in the 

Bible, the song of the Lamb is the last song;.  The song of Moses commemorated the execution of the 

foe; the expectation of the saints and the exaltation of the Lord; the song of the Lamb deals with the 

same three themes.   

 Tabernacle…it was sometimes referred to as the tabernacle of testimony (Ex. 38:21; Num. 1:50, 53; 

10:11; Acts 7:44) because the most important item in it was the Ark of the Covenant, sometimes 

called the ark of the testimony (Ex. 25:22, Josh. 4:16).  It was so named because it contained the 

testimony, the two stone tablets on which God had written the Ten Commandments.   
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o In an earlier vision, God’s throne room was opened so the faithful could see (4:11).  In this 

vision, the heavenly tabernacle, of which the earthly tabernacle was only a copy (Heb. 8:2-5), 

was opened to reveal the most severe earthly judgment ever on the unfaithful.  (JohnnyMacA) 

 pure, bright linen. A preview of the bride’s [believers] holy beauty (19:7–8). The angels’ golden 

sashes resemble that of the Son of Man (1:13; see Dan. 10:5). (ESV) 

 The seven bowls (16:1–21) complete God’s judgment and mark the end of history, as confirmed by the 

severity of the judgments. (ESV) 

o Greek φιάλη – Phialay – bowls – a bowl used in offerings (BDAG) and associated with the 

sacrifices.  They provided a shallow basin which enabled quick dispensing of its contents.   

 Human wisdom surmises that humankind should worry about the destruction of the environment, global 

warming, political unrest and instability, terrorism, crime, economic and financial collapse.  But what is 

truly frightening about the future is not any of these things; what should stop the heart of sinners is 

what God will do.  God’s judgmental anger and fury is a terrifying reality that looms just over the 

horizon of history (Ps. 96:13; 98:9; 110:6; Joel 3:2-12, Acts 17:31; 2 Tim. 4:1).  Because sinners 

willfully ignore that reality, people do not fear what they should fear.  Jesus exhorted people to “fear 

Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell,” (Matt. 10:28), because “God is a just judge, and 

God is angry with the wicked every day” (Ps. 7:11).  The writer of Hebrews adds, “It is a terrifying thing 

to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:31).  

o Once the wrath of God was poured out against Jesus on the cross because of what He did for 

sinners.  In the future, wrath will be poured out on sinners because of what they did to Jesus.  

God is merciful and patient (Hab. 3:2, 2 Pet. 3:9).  Yet mercy refused brings wrath.  By the 

time of these seven bowl judgments, sinners would have been warned repeatedly of God’s 

coming judgment.  Yet tragically, some of humanity will harden their hearts and fall into 

calamity.  They will pay a fearful price for failing not to heed the Scripture’s warning:  

“Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.”  (Heb. 3:15, 4:7)  (MacArthur) 

 
Revelation 16:1-16                               The Seven Bowls of God's Wrath 

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out on 

the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.” 

 

                                                                                                                                                                              

2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and 

harmful and painful sores came upon the people who bore the mark 

of the beast and worshiped its image. 

 

 

3 The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became 

like the blood of a corpse, and every living thing died that was in the 

sea. 
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4 The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs 

of water, and they became blood.  5 And I heard the angel in charge 

of the waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, 

for you brought these judgments.  6 For they have shed the blood of 

saints and prophets, and you have given them blood to drink.  It is 

what they deserve!” 7 And I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God 

the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!” 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was 

allowed to scorch people with fire. 9 They were scorched by the fierce 

heat, and they cursed the name of God who had power over these 
plagues. They did not repent and give him glory. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                           

10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and 

its kingdom was plunged into darkness. People gnawed their 

tongues in anguish 11 and cursed the God of heaven for their pain 

and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.                                                              

 

12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, 

and its water was dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the 

east. 13 And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of 

the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three 

unclean spirits like frogs. 14 For they are demonic spirits, 

performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to 

assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty.       
15 (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays 

awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and 

be seen exposed!”) 16 And they assembled them at the place that in 

Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

The bowls present varying perspectives on the final destruction of the first heaven and earth. The first 

four bowls inflict plagues on the same spheres as the first four trumpets (8:7–12): earth, sea, rivers and springs, 

and sun. The trumpet judgments were limited to one-third of each sphere (see also 9:4–5, 18), but the 

destruction poured out from the bowls is total. Unlike the seal and trumpet sequences, no interlude (7:1–17; 

10:1–11:14) injects delay between the sixth and seventh bowls. The end has come. See note on 6:1–8 for the 

“four-plus-three” format of the judgments.  (ESV) 

 With the third bowl, rivers and springs (sources of drinking water) will be turned to blood. “It is what 

they deserve,” declares the angel … of the waters, referring to those who shed the blood of saints and 

Valley of Megiddo – 

Northern Israel 
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prophets (see 17:6).   Isaiah 49:26 promises that Israel’s bloodthirsty oppressors will be forced to drink 

their own blood.  

o The heavenly altar, under which the martyrs’ souls pooled like sacrificial blood (Rev. 6:9), 

agrees with the angel’s judgment, echoing the song just sung by the victors (16:7; cf. 15:3). 

People will receive from God exactly what they deserve (see notes on 20:12; 20:13). 

 Instead of darkening the sun, the fourth bowl will intensify its heat to inflict a terrible foretaste of the 

coming lake of fire (20:15) on those who defiantly refuse to repent and give God the glory. 

 The fifth bowl shows that the very throne of the beast is not immune to God’s just wrath.  

o Darkness was the ninth plague on Egypt, the last before the slaughter of the firstborn compelled 

a heart-hardened Pharaoh to release Israel (Ex. 10:21–29). It is appropriate that a regime founded 

on deceit (Rev. 13:5, 13–14) should be plunged into darkness.  

o Although reaping the anguish they have sown in rebellion, hardened people will react by cursing 

their just Judge rather than forsaking their self-destroying deeds.  

 The refusal to repent (cf. 9:20–21; 16:9, 21) shows the total depravity of those who 

dwell in the earth, and it shows the justice of eternal punishment (20:3–15). 

 The sixth bowl prepares for the battle on the great day of God the Almighty. The drying up of the 

great river Euphrates, on which ancient Babylon foolishly relied for defense (Isa. 44:27–28; Jer. 

50:38; 51:36), symbolizes God’s removal of restraint on Satan’s capacity to assemble a global 

conspiracy against the church (see Rev. 20:7–9).  

o The Euphrates was also the eastern boundary of the Roman Empire, and it kept the Parthians out. 

Unclean spirits emerge as frogs (cf. Ex. 8:2–11) from the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and 

the false prophet in order to deceive world rulers with delusions of victory over “the LORD and 

… his Anointed” (Ps. 2:1–2) and to assemble them for their final defeat and destruction. 

 Blessed. This is Revelation’s third of seven benedictions.  

o Jesus interjects a summons to spiritual vigilance, echoing his rebukes to the complacent churches 

of Sardis and Laodicea. Because he is coming like a thief at an unexpected moment, his soldiers 

must stay awake and dressed lest they be caught naked, to their shame. 

 Armageddon means “Mount Megiddo” in Hebrew. In ancient Israel, Megiddo was a plain, not a 

mountain; but it was also the site of some key battles (Judg. 5:19; 2 Kings 23:29), so in the symbolic 

geography of John’s visions it aptly represents the global combat zone (see Rev. 20:9) in which the final 

conflict between Christ and Satan will be fought. (ESV) 

Revelation 15:17-21                                       The Seventh Bowl 

17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the 

temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, 

peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was on the 

earth, so great was that earthquake. 19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of 

the nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine 

of the fury of his wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. 21 

And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they 

cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe. 
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 The seventh bowl evokes a pronouncement from God’s throne: “It is done!” This declaration, repeated in 21:6, 

affirms that God’s plan has reached completion (10:7), his wrath against evil is finished (15:1, 8), and his 

kingdom is fully come (11:15).  

o A great earthquake of unprecedented severity will shatter the great city, the site of Jesus’ crucifixion 

and the murder of his martyrs (11:7–10).  

o Human civilization will disintegrate when the Lord comes with lightning, rumblings, and peals of 

thunder (11:19). This is the earthquake foreseen in the sixth seal (6:12–17), which darkens sun and 

moon, shakes stars from their places, rolls up the sky like a scroll, and displaces the mountains and every 

island (cf. 6:14 with 16:20).   This is the flight of the first heaven and earth before God’s terrible 

presence, giving way to a new heaven and earth, unstained by human sin (20:11; 21:1; 22:3). (ESV) 

 

Questions from the Tables  

 

 

In Revelation 14:4, how can “virgins” be interpreted? 

 

English Standard Version 

It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are 

virgins. 

 

New American Standard  

 
These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for they have kept 

themselves chaste.   

 

Greek:  παρθένος  (parthenos)  (noun, nominative, plural, masculine) 

 

BDAG (Greek Lexicon):  one who has never engaged in sexual 

intercourse, a virgin, chaste person. 

 

This Greek word “παρθένος” appears 15 times in 14 verses in the New 

Testament and 65 times in 63 verses in the Old Testament (Septuagint).  

In both Testaments, “παρθένος” is exclusively used in the feminine 

gender, except here in Revelation 14:4 (masculine gender).  This is the 

only time that John uses this word.  In the NT, it is predominately 

translated as “virgin,” “unmarried,” or “betrothed,” regarding Mary, the 

parable of the ten virgins, the four unmarried daughters who prophesied 

(Acts 21:9), and Paul’s advice to the “betrothed” in 2 Cor. 7 and 11.   

 

 

 

Opposing View of Rev. 14:4:   People who take the mark of the beast 

will “seal” their eternal fate of damnation.   

 

1) The literal interpretation of the text says “if anyone worships the 

beast and his image and receives the mark…shall drink of the 

wine of the wrath of God.  

2) The 144,000 witnesses are “sealed.”  They are secure in Christ.  

This satanic “mark” seals the unbeliever’s fate. 

3) God has a limit to his long-suffering and knows when there is no 

longer a chance for unwilling unbelievers to repent.  Those who 

take the “mark” demonstrate their hardness of heart and 

KJV:  virgins  

NKJV:  virgins 

NASB:  chaste 

NIV:  virgins 

NRSV:  virgins 

Living:  virgins  
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callousness towards Christ.  Examples of this are Sodom and 

Gomorrah and Pharaoh. They have made their “final” decision. 

4) There is no mention of people receiving the “mark” and 

repenting. 

5) Telling people to take the “mark” and communicating that there 

is still a chance for repentance is dangerous and against the literal 

meaning of the text.   

 
 

Questions for the Tables 

 
1. What is your reaction to the bowl judgments?  What does it tell us about God? …about 

those who reject Jesus Christ as their Savior?...about the condition of the human heart? 

2. Write down three people you are praying for regarding their relationship with Christ.  

Share these names with the group if you are comfortable sharing.   

3. What did you learn today that helped you with your walk with Christ? 

4. Do you have any questions? 

Remaining Schedule  

 

April 19 Revelation 17 – Religious Babylon 
April 26   (GMF) Revelation 18 – Political/Economic Babylon 

May 3 Revelation 19 – 2nd Coming of Christ 
May 10  Revelation 20 – Millennial Kingdom 

May 17 Revelation 21 and 22 – New Jerusalem  
 

 
 
Thanks to the ESV Study Bible (ESV), The MacArthur NT Commentary on Revelation (MacArthur), the Ryrie Study Bible (Ryrie), New American 

Commentary – Revelation by Paige Patterson (Patterson, NAC), Baker – Revelation by Grant Osborne, New International Greek Testament 

Commentary – Revelation by Beale (Beale), Revelation by Mounce (Mounce), and the Bible Knowledge Commentary – Walvoord (BKC) 

Dennis!  


